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ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES, 


[ Concluded from page 38.] 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, says St. Paul, in all wis- 
dom.” It should have possession 
of us in the same way that a man 
has of the house in which he lives, 
ordering all things according to his 
own will. And as the master of the 
house arranges his furniture accord- 


‘ Wig to his own pleasure and applies 


it to such purposes as he thinks best; 
so must the word of Christ do with the 
furniture of our souls, our knowl- 
edge, our thoughts, our imagina- 
tions, our passions and affections.— 
We must suffer it to have its own 
way. We must allow it to change 
or discard, to cleanse or repair, to 
keep in retirement or bring into ac- 
tive service whatsoever it pleases, 
and at whatever times. Now in or- 
der to have the word of Christ thus 
ruling us, it should dwell in our 
memories, our understandings and 
our hearts. It should be well 
wrought into our memories. It 
should be there treasured up, that we 
may draw it out in due portions 
whenever need requires. A bless 
ed thing it would be if all were so 
Vou. V....No, 3.—K, 








familiar with the divine word as to 
be able at all times to find in it the 
means to contend with error, to for- 
tify themselves against temptation, 
to get comfort in affliction, to advise 
the doubtful, and to furnish them- 
selves with themes of pleasant and 
profitable meditation. Our Saviour 
himself thrice repelled the blasphe- 
mous temptations of Satan by quot- 
ing the divine word. And often 
since has his followers put to silence 
and confusion the scoffer and gain- 
sayer by a seasonable application of 
its language. What an awful ac- 
count will multitudes have to give 
at the last day of the materials with 
which they have stored their memo- 
ries! How many sophisms against 
the truth, how many witticisms up- 
on religion and its professors, how 
many profane, blasphemous and 
licentious anecdotes, songs and max- 
ims are there engraved as on tablets 
of brass. How much in this way 
many have hardened themselves 
against spiritual influences, by asso- 
ciating what is or visiona- 


ry, or absurd with experimental pie- 
ty, or by fortdching teamielies with 
the first movements to unhallowed 


thoughts, desires, and actions which 
are known to God alone; but a day fs 
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coming when all secret things shall 
be revealed. But if we secure every 
opportunity of reading and hearing 
the oracles of truth, then will these 
“words of the wise,”’ dictated by the 
spirit of Christ, be as nails, deeply 
fixed in our memories, and as goads, 
continually urging us on in the ways 
of pleasantness and peace. 

Again, the word.of Christ should 
dwell in our understandings. We 
might as well have any other words 
fecorded in our memories, unless 
with the word of Christ we have also 
the mind of the Spirit that endited it. 
Yet for want of this the divine word 
often becomes an instrument upon 
which any tune is played, according 
to the fancy of the performer. The 
same passage is quoted both for and 
against the same doctrine or duty. 
It is marvellous with what fluency 
some persons will roll out the mul- 
titudes of texts in support of the 
point they are urging, when perhaps 
not a tithe of them have any ,beari ing 


whatever upon it, when taken in 


their proper connection. To reme- 
dy this great evil (for a great evil 
it assuredly is to make God’s word 
say or prove aught other than he 
intended), it is not enough that we 
read the Scriptures frequently, they 
must be read and searched carefully 
and attentively. 

The word of Christ must also 
dwell in our hearts. In vain would 
it be that every syllable were en- 
graven upon our memories and 
comprehended by our understand- 
ings, unless it also had its dwelling 
place in our hearts. Nay worse 
than in vain would be the possession 
of so much light, if it did not illumi- 
nate that chamber in which are all 
our affections, and guide them to 
the service of their | Creator. “From 
the heart are the issues of life.’”— 

And therefore that the word of Christ 
may truly have the rule over its own 
rightful habitation, it is necessary 
_that the heart also should be oper 
for its reception. “It is with the 











heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness.” Numerous and melancholy 
are the instances in which the truths 
of Scripture have found their way 
to the understanding without coming 
home to the heart. If to have the 
understanding convinced were the 
whole work necessary, it would be 
comparatively easy. Many are con- 
vinced who are far from being af- 
fected in their hearts; and many 
more would be convinced if they did 
not see that something more is ne- 
cessary: and being determined not to 
yield the last point, to appear the 
more consistent, they hold out the 
other also. 

Nothing can be conccived so im- 
portant as to have the word of God 
thus dwelling in our memories, our 
understandings and our hearts; but 
this will never be the case unless 
we make it the frequent subject 
of our close, patient, and attentive 
search. We are in continual need 
of light; and this will furnish a never 
failing supply. We need constant- 
ly to be renewed in the spirit of our 
minds; and here is the instrument 
which the Holy Ghost is pleased to 
use for the purpose. And as none 
are exempt from a share in the trials 
and calamities incident to mortality, 
all have more or less need ofa heal- 
ing balm, of a soother of sorrow.— 
If this precious word dwell richly 
in us, we have that which will sup- 
port us under any affliction. With 
Paul and Silas we could make the 
dungeon-vault re-echo with songs of 
joy and gratitude. Nay, our very 
sufferings become to us a source of 
joy; for the Scripture assures us, 
that whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. But it is espe- 
cially when the time of our depar- 
ture draweth nigh, that the comforts 
of the divine word are experienced 
in all their fullness, and its value is 
best appreciated. This is the hour 
that tries men’s souls; and while 
some who have not the word dwell- 
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ing in them, are filled with horror | 
and despair and awiul anticipations | 
of divine wrath, and others are so 

given over by the Spirit to a repro- 

bate mind, that they seem wrapped 

in a sullen stupor with regard to 

eternal things ; the possessor of this 

heavenly treasure, who has long 

made it his study and delight, his 

guide and governor, finds in it the 

richest consolation, the most unsha- 

ken support. In its blessed lan- 

guage he can say :-—“though I pass 

through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff, they 

comfort me.” “Blessed be God 

who giveth us the victory through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

What moving reasons are here to 
induce us faithfully to search the 
Scriptures; to make them the man 
of our counsel and the frequent sub- 
ject of our most serious meditations. 

But it is time that we say some- 
thing of the manner in which the 
Scriptures are to be searched. It 
is because it is not done right that 
this duty is so often performed in 
vain. It is not then enough that 
they be read critically. This indeed 
is Important ; but it is not necessary 
to all, nor are all capable of it— 
God has instituted a ministry in his 
Church, by which it may be instruct- 
ed in what is diflicult and obscure ; 
and, in his providence, he has rais- 
ed up other individuals, who, by 
their piety, learning and godly zeal 
have become qualified for the work. 
While therefore critical investiga- 
tion is to be esteemed highly impor- 
tant and necessary, we are not to 
suppose that it will by any means 
suffice to furnish us with that saving 
knowledge which the Gospel re- 
quires us to possess. Still it is to be 
recommended to all as far as their 
situation will allow, and to a certain 
degree it is in the power of almost 
all who can read. By making the 


Scriptures its own interpreter, i.e. by” 


examining parallel passages, a thou- 
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sand difficulties may be cleared up 
and obscurities removed. “Usually, 
says Bishop Hopkins, if it speak 
more darkly in one place, it speaks 
the same truth more clearly in ano- 
ther. Compare Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, and you will find it holds a 
light to itself”? “1 will not scru- 
ple to assert, says Bishop Horsley, 
that the most illiterate Christian, 
ifhe can but read his English Bible, 
and will take the pains to read it in 
this manner, will not only obtain all 
that practical knowledge which is 
necessary to his salvation, but, by 
God’s blessing, he will become 
learned in every thing relating to 
his religion, in such degree that he 
will not be liable to be misled, either 
by the refined arguments, or the 
false assertions of those who endea- 
vor to engraft their own opinions 
upon the oracles of God.”? Besides 
this, it is to be recommended that 
the Scriptures be read with atten- 
tion to the connexion. The unfortu- 
nate manner in which the Bible is 
cut up into chapters and verses 
leads many to suppose that it is 
one of the most confused and uncon- 
nected of all books. Were it divid- 
ed into paragraphs according to the 
sense, this would not be the case.— 
As it is, a chapter often begins in 
the middle of one subject and ends 
in the middle of another. In the 
third chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, we have an example 
where the first verse is entirely dis - 
connected from the rest of the chap- 
ter, which is wholly parenthetical. 
The awkwardness of this must be 
always feit by one who is accustom- 
ed to consider what he réads, when 
he comes to the chapter in a course 
of family reading. We should there- 
fore always endeavour to ascertain 
where a subject begins, and read at- 
tentively until we find a proper close, 
without attending to the divisions 
before us. These are but a mod- 
ern invention, the chapters having | 
been made as late as the 13th cen- 
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tury by Cardinal Hugo of Sancto 
Caro; the verses of the Old Testa- 
ment,in the 15th century by Rabbi 
Nathan, and those of the New Tes- 
tament by Robert Stephens in the 
16th; and however useful they may 
be to aid in reference, they have 
doubtless injured the cause of truth 
by rendering the connexion obscure. 
It is indeed greatly to be desired that 
an American edition of the Bible 
should be published after the manner 
of Reeves’ English edition. In this 
the text is thrown into sections ac- 
cording to the sense and the poetical 
passages distinguished by the mode 
of printing, while the chapters and 
verses are marked upon the margin. 
It would probably prove of as much 
use to many as a commentary, and 
as it might be prepared at little or 
no additional expense, it would come 
into the hands of many who cannot 
afford a commentary. By exhibit- 
ing the divine word in its proba- 
ble connexion, many errors as to 
the meaning of particular passages 
would be prevented; there would 
be less wildness of quotation pre- 
vailing ; and thus, in its degree, it 
would aid in healing dissentions 
among Christians. It woyld more- 
over be a great acquisition to fami- 
lies for the domestic altar. When 
assembled to listen to its blessed 
records, they would not have their in- 
teresting narratives, the sweet strains 
of prophecy, and the animated and 
powerful reasoning of St. Paul so 
cut up and mangled as they often are 
at present. 

In searching the Scriptures as we 
have mentioned, it should not be 
merely a cursory matter, not only a 
thing of habit, not only to gratify a 
curious spirit or to please our taste. 
It should be with a deep sense of 
their importance, and of our need of 
spiritual instruction and sanctifica- 
tion. 

“We should therefore read it 
prayerfully. Indeed we are always 
exposed to danger when we turn to 
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its sacred pages, unless at least one 
silent petition be breathed from the 
bottom of our hearts to the Father of 
lights and life, to open our minds 
that we may understand, and our 
hearts that they may receive and 
resolve to live according to its wise 
and holy dictates. This will re- 
move from us that carelessness and 
self-confidence with which we should 
probably otherwise be filled, and 
which might render the words of 
life the savor of death unto death to 
us. But by reading prayerfully, we 
more especially mean that we should 
often accompany it with solemn sup- 
plications to God to give us his Holy 
Spirit, to remove from us all those 
prejudices, which our natural cor- 
ruption, our evil habits, our inter- 
course with an ungodly world, raise 
up within us as obstacles to the en- 
trance of the Truth. We meanalso 
that, as we read, we should turn the 
language of Scripture into prayer ; 
so that, when a duty is inculcated, 
we should by a slight alteration of 
the words, silently ask to be strength- 
ened for its performance; when a 
danger is pointed out, the means 
most effectually to avoid it; when a 
promise is made, faith to appropri- 
ate it, in all its richness, to ourselves; 
when the terrors of the Lord are set 
forth, grace to flee to himself for re- 
fuge from his own judgments, feel- 
ing, as a Spanish Poet has finely ex- 
pressed it, 

*Dorque no ay mayor defensa 

“Que contigo, para ti.” 

‘When from thy justice I would flee, 

“The surest refuge is with thee.” 

Thus “receiving the word with all 
readiness of mind,” and thus search- 
ing the Scriptures daily, we shall 
become heirs of that true nobility, 
for which the Bereans are so warm- 
ly commended. Our minds filled 
with noble thoughts and purposes, 
our souls breathing with noble aspi- 
rations after celestial glory, our lives 
devoted to the noble ends of bene- 
fiting our fellow-creatures and af- 
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vancing the kingdom of Christ upon 
the earth; we shall become “a cho- 
sen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people, 
to show forth the praises of him who 
hath called us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.”” By our fre- 
quent meditations on the word of 
our salvation, our souls will grow in 
grace, we shall be filled with a great- 
er love of holiness, a more vigorous 
and abiding faith in Christ, a sweeter 
trust in God, a brighter anticipation 
of Heaven. Thus shall we be pre- 


pared to meet the objections of the 
infidel, the sneers of the scornful, 
the allurements of the world, the as- 
saults of Satan, and the troubles and 
afflictions of this life. 
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death be gradually divested of its 
terrors, and the cold grave be no 
longer viewed with dread. With 
St. Paul we shall be enabled to say, 
“to us to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” May all be persuaded by 
these reflections diligently and faith- 
fully to search the Scriptures, since 
in them alone we have eternal life; 
and God grant that “we may so 
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest 
them, that they may bring forth in 
us the fruit of good living, and that 
by patience and comfort of his holy 
word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life which he has given us in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
NOSTREBOR. 











For the Repertory. 


REASONS FOR USING THE ANTE- 
MMUNION SERVICE. 


While the Repertory has admit- 
ted a defence of those who do not 
use the Ante-Communion Service, 
it is to be hoped that a connected 
view of the Rubrics upon which the 
use of this service is founded, will 
be allowed equal publicity. 

One object of the author of this 
piece is to shew that the Church has 
not left her members, much less her 
ministers, without clear directions in 
a matter which she deems highly im- 
portant to the preservation of her 
excellent Liturgy, and to the main- 
tenance of her unity and peace:— 
Another is, to illustrate her wisdom 
in the arrangements of so sublime a 
devotional service. 

It may be proper to state, in the 
beginning, that a complete know- 
ledge of the various parts of the ser- 
vice, and their connexion, is not to 
be attained without a minute ac- 





Miscellaneous Department. 


cnitiiiitiens 














quaintance with every part of the 
vook of Common Prayer: “and so 
important is this deemed by the 
Church, that it is made a part of the 
preparatory studies of her candi- 
dates for holy orders. The first part 
of the Liturgy is morning prayer, 
and this is calculated for every day. 
Stull there are other parts to’ be in- 
terwoven on particular days and on 
particular occasions; so that the Ru- 
brics mm morning prayer will never 
form a complete guide. We pass 
on, however, without interruption, 
to the end of the Versicles that fol- 
low the Creed.—Here the Rubric 
stands thus: * Zhen shall follow 
the Collect for the day, excefit when 
the communion service is read, and 
then the Collect for the day shail be 
omitted here.’ This is perfectly 
plain. The minister must’ know 
whether he is to use the communion 
service; and if he is, the Collect for 
the day is to be omitted. He then 
passes on to the end of the prayer 
for the President, and there he finds 
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this Rubric: “ The following prayers 
are to be omitted, when the Litany 
is used.” The question then is, 
when is the Litany to be used? By 
turning to this part of the Liturgy, 
he will find that it is to be used on 
Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Still he is not to proceed to the end; 
for he knows that after the Litany, 
there are “frayers and thanksgiv- 
ings, ufion several occasions, to be 
used before the two final frrayers 
of morning and evening service.” 
If Congress be sitting then, or if 
occasion require any of the other 
prayers, they will of course be used, 
and then he will proceed to the end 
of morning prayer. 

Where then is he to go?—Or is 
there really any intimation to him, 
that he is to go no farther? If he 
be familiar with his Prayer Book, 
he will know, that before the Psa/m 
of David in metre, there is this di- 
rection: “ This translation of the 
whole book of Psalms in metre, with 
Hymns, is set forth, and allowed to 
be sung in all congregations of the 
said Church, before and after morn- 
ing and evening frrayer, aud also 
before and after sermons, at the 
discretion of the minister.”” Under 
this direction the minister will pre- 
scribe a psalm or a hymn. 

In passing on in his Prayer Book, 
he next finds * the Collects, Epistles 
and Gospels, to be used throughout 
the year”; and before the first of 
these Collects are these words:— 
“For the first Sunday in Advent.” 
Whenever the first Sunday in Ad- 
vent comes, this Collect with its 
Epistle and Gospel are to be used; 
and the only thing now to be found 
out is, when are they to be intro- 
duced. ) 

_ After the Collects, the Epistles 
and for the year, comes 
“ The order for the administration 
of the Lord's Supper or Holy Com- 
munion.” This service begins with 
the Lord’s Prayer; but in case this 

_ prayer has been used immediately 
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before, in morning prayer, the min- 
ister may omitit. Then follows the 
collect, the Ten Commandments, 
our Saviour’s summary and another 
prayer. The two last, however, the 
minister may use or not, because the 
direction is not imperative, but dis- 


| cretionary. 


Now we have found the place for 
the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel for 
the day:—* Then shall follow the 
Collect of the day,” Sc. “ Then 
shall be read the Apostles’ or Ni- 
cene Creed, unless one of them hath 
been read immediately before, in 
the morning service....... Then shall 
the minister declare, &c. &c.....and 
then shall follow the Sermon.” 

We have now gone through the 
whole service, agreeably to the di- 
rection of Rubrics so plain that it 
would seem impossible to mistake 
them. We have taken nothing in 
by inference: we have in no instance 
stepped beyond the limits of the 
Book of Common Prayer: we have 
called in neither history nor usage 
toouraid. And upon recapitulation 
of our course, every well informed 
member of the Church will recog- 
nise her well arranged, elegant, and 
sublime service. 

It begins with morning prayer, 
and proceeds regularly to the end 
of the Versicles after the Creed.— 
Then if the communion service is 
not to be used, as in the case of 
evening prayer, or of prayers on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, the Col- 
lect for the day is used. After the 
prayer for the President, on Sun- 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the 
Litany comes in; but during the sit- 
ting of Congress, or if prayers be 
requested for a sick person, &c. the 
prayers appointed for such occa- 
sions are used before the two final 
prayers of the morning service. A 
portion of the Psalms of David or 
one of the hymns is then sung, wher 
the minister proceeds to the com- 
munion service, in which he advan- 
ces regularly to the end of the Gos- 
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el. 
ication, he sings again, and then 
comes the sermon. 
That these directions might have 
been, some of them, differently plac- 


After giving the necessary no- 


ed, we do not contend. It does not 
follow, that a thing is badly done, 
because it might have been done in 
a different way. Still we aver, that 
-s0 clear are these directions, that our 
members, much less our clergy, 
cannot possibly mistake them. And 
it would be no difficult task to shew, 
that in this arrangement, as well as 
in the selection of the different parts 
of the service, there is a manifesta- 
tion of nice devotional taste and re- 
finement. In a matter of such im- 
mense consequence, on a subject on 
which the minds of men are prone 
to wander in all possible directions, 
we delight to be guided by rule or 
countenanced by usage. This ex- 
cludes the fear which would some- 
times distress the best and most 
pious persons, that vanity and self- 
conceit were not under due con- 
trol. 

But it is sometimes said, in aid of 
those who do not use the service in 
question, that it is a long service.— 
The fact is quite otherwise. For, 
unless on some of the holy-days and 
festivals, it will never require more 
than ten minutes or a quarter of an 
hour. Besides, in the judgment of 
some of the most wise and pious men 
that ever have adorned the Church, it 
is one of the best parts of the Liturgy. 
Except the Collects, it is altogether 
the wordof God. The Epistles and 
Gospels contain the most prominent 
parts of Gospel doctrine and Chris- 
tian practice. The Commandments 
are the very same that God himself 
issued from Mount Sinai, with all the 
awful majesty of heaven; and surely 
in an age when sabbath-breaking, 
murder, fornication, and covetous- 
ness prevail in a great degree, the 
commandments of God against these 
sins ought to be pronounced in the 
cars of the people, with a solemnity 
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approaching as near as can be to 
that of Mount Sinai. 

But it seems there is another Ru- 
bric, which, in the opinion of those 
who do not use this service, controls 
or supersedes all others on the sub- 
ject; and this Rubric is at the end of 


the communion service. Now in- 
stead of ascribing to this Rubric such 
commanding authority, we think, 
what we are perfectly certain was 
the case, and what corresponds with 
the whole system of Rubrics, that 
this was intended to supply the place 
of some direction that had been for- 
merly omitted, or to limit the ope- 
ration of some rule that had been 
before prescribed. It cannot from 
its situation have any other intention. 

Let it then speak for itself: —* Up- 
on Sundays and other holy-days 
(if there be no sermon or commu- 
nion) shall be said all that is af- 
frointed at the communion, to the 
end of the Gospfred, concluding with 
the blessing.” Inthe English Prayer 
Book, the words within the paren- 
thesis are only “ if there be no com- 
munion.”’ Now the meaning was 
simply this; The Church was ex- 
ceedingly anxious to have the com- 
munion frequently—at least every 
Sunday. But this being found im- 
practicable, she still enjoined the use 
of some part of the service. On 
days when there was a communion, 
the whole service was of course 
read; but on days when there was no 
communion, she still required the 
service to be read to the end of the 
Gospel. When the Prayer Book 
was adapted to the state of the Ame- 
rican Church, the word sermon was 
inserted: and the intention clearly 
was that even on days when there 
was no sermon, suchas Easter Mon- 
day, &c., the communion service 
should be read to the end of the 
Gospel. 

The course, then, marked out, is 
clearly this:—If there be a sermon, 
the ante-communion service is of 
course used; because by a Rubric 
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antecedent to and independent of 
this, it is to be followed by the ser- 
mon. If there be no sermon, still 
the same service is used. And this- 
is the only construction that can take 
in all the Epistles and Gospels. 

The construction put on the Ru- 
bric under consideration, by those 
who reject the Ante-Communion 
Service, is that when there is a ser- 
mon or communion, it is not to be 
read. This cannot possibly be cor- 
rect; because what is now improper- 
ly called the Ante-Communion Ser- 
vice was always a part of the service 
for the communion, and used on all 
occasions when it was administered; 
but this construction excludes it, as 
well when there is a communion as 
when there is a sermon: and under 
this construction, it is necessarily left 
out on all the Sundays in the vear, 
and also on Christmas-day, on Ash- 
Wednesday and Good-Friday; for 
on these days, it is well known, there 
are, or ought to be, sermons in all 
our churches. Of course, a large 
portion of our Book of Common 
Prayer is a mere dead letter. 

Thus far we have strictly adher- 
ed to the Rubrics: and we sincerely 
think that nothing has been found 
involving either doubt or difficulty. 
But if there had, we still stand upon 
safe ground: for it is a principle with 
regard to all laws, both civil and ec- 
clesiastic, that the opinion of those 
who formed them, together with 
usage, fixes the meaning when the 
expressions seem doubtful. As to 
the opinion of those who altered the 
last Rubric under discussion, our 
Church is so happy as to possess one 
who took a very distinguished part 
in all her concerns, and particularly 





with rd to her Liturgy, and by 
that vener Prelate the paper 


ain ng the reasons for the con- 
- struction given by the House of Bi- 
oF , was drawn up. This, then, 


excludes all doubt with regard to the 
oo the framers of the Ru- 
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With respect to usage, the ser- 
vice in question has been and is uni- 
formly used in England. It was al- 
so used in America until and for 
some time after the Revolution.— 
When it began first to be omitted, 
it was never alleged that its omis- 
sion was not an irregularity, and it 
is only within a few years back that 
it has been contended that the Ru- 
brics authorized it. 

Much has been said, and some 
times with no great civility, about 
the course pursued by the House of 
Bishops. It has been intimated, that 
while things were going on quietly 
under a diversity of practice, they 
intruded their construction. The. 
forbearance of the House of Bishops 
might have been longer extended, 
if there had not been evidently a pro- 
gression in this business of a threat- 
ening character. While irregulari- 
ties, practised on different accounts, 
were all that existed, the thing was 
to a certain degree innocent, and 
might have died with those who 
practised it. But when, to counte- 
nance such a practice, the Rubrics 
were tortured to a meaning which 
they were never intended to convey, 
nor can convey, according to the 
usual acceptation of language, mean 
indeed must be the opinion of those, 
either with regard to the integrity or 
the capacity of the Bishops, who 
suppose they could have remained 
silent. 

They have done their duty, under 
the most awful responsibility to the 
divine Head of the Church. What 
in future they may deem themselves 
compelled to do, to preserve the uni- 
ty of the Church, every good mem- 
ber, and more especially every faith- 
ful clergyman, will sincerely pray 
that they may be guided in it by 
God’s Holy Spirit. 

_AN EPISCOPALIAN. 


A truly wise man is he, who learns 








of every body. 














For the Repertory. 


Complaint of a Plain Churchman 
avainst Conventional Journals, 


Messrs. Eprrors: 

There are many plain Episcopa- 
lians who are strongly attached to 
the Church of their affections and 
choice, and eagerly desire to obtain 
correct information of its state from 
time to time. They wish to know 
whether it is advancing or declining, 
and how its growth and prosperity 
will compare with those of other 
Christian denominations in our coun- 
try. They find, on examination, that 
the ferty-fifth canon provides for 
the presenting of “an accurate view 
of the state of the Church from time 
to time,” in the Journals of the 
General and State Conventions.— 
But on referring to these sources of 
information, and reading the Epis- 
copal addresses, the reports of the 
Committees on the state of the 
Church, and the parochial reports, 
what a lamentable deficiency do they 
discover of the intelligence they are 
in search of! They will indeed 
learn how many have been baptiz- 
ed, confirmed, and ordained; how 
many new churches have been con- 
secrated, and what is the number of 
communicants in the respective pa- 
rishes—They will find a meagre 
and scanty, though somewhat satis- 
factory, account of the external con- 
dition of the Church; but in some 
Journals at least, they will search in 
vain for any information touching the 
progress of vital godliness, the suc- 
cess of a preached Gospel; the be- 
neficial effects of charitable socie- 
ties; the conversion of sinners; and 
the increase or declension of prac- 
tical religion among the members of 
our communion. The information 
concerning the Church, which we 
derive from the Journals, is about 
as satisfactory as that we should re- 
ceive respecting the English nation 
from a book of travels which shoul’ 
give us an account of the length and 
Vou, V....No. 
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breadth of the Island of Great Bri- 
tain; the names of its rivers and 
mountains; the location of its princi- 
pal towns, and the amount of its po- 
pulation; without any account of its 
civil, literary, and religious establish- 
ments, or the character and man- 
ners of its inhabitants. But as many 
of the remarks which I intended to 
have made in relation to the general 
subject, have been anticipated by 
Phoreo, in your August number, I 
shall limit my present complaint to 
a pamphlet which I have just re- 
ceived, entitled ** Journal of a Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, held in St. Paul’s, Balti- 
more, May 28th, 29th, 30th, 1823.” 

I took up this pamphlet with con- 
siderable eagerness, not for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining how the Dioce- 
san Theological Seminary had been 
disposed of: for I before knew that 
its friends, from a sincere regard for 
the peace and harmony of our eccle- 
siastical councils, had proposed that 
it be suspended; and was willing to 
hope and believe that the course 
‘adopted in relation to it, would be so 
overruled by the great Head of the 
Church as to promote the interests 
of truth and piety. 

I perused the Journal with eager- 
ness, in the hope that I should dis- 
cover in it what I knew it ought to 
contain, an “accurate view of the 
state of the Church” in the different 
parishes of our own diocess. But 
judge what was my disappointment 
and surprise, when I found that there 
was not a single parochial report in- 
serted in the Journal. I had been 
disappointed with former Journals 
of our state Conventions, although 
in them I had found parochial re- 
ports—lean and summary enough 
to be sure; but, still, re under 
the signature of the Rector, inform- 
ing us how many he had baptized, 
married, and buried: how many 
communicants he had, together with 
the number added during the years 
a statement of the number of cate- 








now and then, a sentence or two, 
calculated to throw additional light 
upon the state of religion in particu- 
iar congregations. In former Jour 
nals, I had been permitted to look at 
perfect skeletons of what I suppos- 
ed parochial reports ought to be; 
the scull and other bones hung to- 
gether, in their appropriate order: 
but when I found, that in the pre- 
sent Journal, even this pitiful mea- 
sure of “ ghostly comfort” was de- 
nied me, I was grieved and dissatis- 
fied. It is true that I found some- 
thing dangling at the end of the re- 
port of the Committee on the state of 
the Church, which looked like the 
separated bones of the former ske- 
letons; and perhaps it was thought 
by the inventors of the new arrange- 
ment, that the novelty of it would 
add to the interest of the spectacle. 

The document which occupies 
the 20th and 2Ist pages, has some 
resemblance to a merchant’s invoice, 
an inventory of household goods, a 
table of interest, or a barometrical 
calendar. It may answer the pur- 
pose for which it is intended, so far 
as clergymen and learned men are 
concerned; but we plain and unlet- 
tered church-folks must have some- 
thing more detailed and particular 
than this table or schedule, to ena- 
ble us to form a judgment of the 
state of religion in the diocess, and 
the comparative growth and prospe- 
rity of our Church in the respective 
parishes. And I do think, Messrs. 
Editors, that we have a right to com- 
plain when such a mercantile exhi- 
bit as the “ 4dstract,”’ is palmed 
upon us as a substitute for the ‘“ac- 
curate view ofthe state of the Church 
from tinmie to time,” which the ca- 
nons require to be presented be- 
fore us. 

In looking over the abstract or 
table, I perceive that against the 

of 28 parishes, there are no 
setenctical indices of spiritual exis- 
tence, except that some of them 
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have contributed a few dollars to the 
Bishop’s and deputies’ funds. Judg- 
ing from the abstract, we should sup- 
pose that nearly half the diocess lies 
in some distant and unknown region, 
from which no information can be 
received; and a large blank is left, 
which our imaginations are to fill up. 
Or if, on the other hand, we suppose 
that information has been received, 
we are left to infer from the exhibit 
given by the committee, that it is of 
the most melancholy kind: that in a 
large portion of the state, the Church 
has become extinct, and the Chris- 
tian ordinances have ceased to be 
administered. But is it to be be- 
lieved, Messrs. Editors, that in twen- 
ty-eight parishes, eleven of which 
have ministers, there have been no 
baptisms, funerals, or marriages, 
and not a singlé individual has en- 
joyed the privileges of the holy com- 
munion during the past year? This 
supposition is too gloomy and mon- 
strous to be entertained for a mo- 
ment; and I must therefore believe 
that the committee have not in their 
“ Abstract” given us an accurate or 
fair view of the state of the Church 
in the diocess of Maryland. | 

I complain of this abstract, not 
only because it is meagre and inac- 
curate, and not at all calculated to 
answer the purpose for which it was 
designed: but, also, because it is a 
mode of conveying intelligence re- 
specting the state of religion, which 
is neither prescribed nor authorized 
by the canons of the Church. 

The 45th canon of the General 
Convention, so far as it relates to 
this subject, is in the following words: 
“As a full and accurate view of the 
Church, from time to time, is highly 
useful and necessary, it is hereby 
ordered, that every minister of this 
Church shall present, or forward, at 
every annual Convention, to the Bi- 
shop of the diocess, or, where there 
is no Bishop, to the President of the 
Convention, a statement of the num- 
ber of baptisms, marriages, and fu- 
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nerals, and of tie number of com- 
municants in his parish or church, 
and of all other matters that may 
throw light on the state of the same: 
and these parochial reports shall be 
read and entered on the Journals 
of the Convention.” This law is as 
express and imperative as law can 
be: first, as to the matter of the pa- 
rochial reports—that they shall con- 
tain not only a statement of baptisms, 
funerals, &c.g but also of all other 
matters which may throw light on 
the religious state of the parish: and 
secondly, as to the manner in which 
they shall be disfosed of—they shall 
be read, and entered on the Jour- 
nals of the Convention. The direc- 
tions of this canon are so clear and 
positive, that I have often been sur- 
prised to find that any Secretary or 
Committee could feel authorized to 
insert in the Journals of a Conven- 
tion, a mere abstract of the parochial 
reports. And how much greater 
was my surprise, to perceive that a 
resolution offered with a view of put- 
ting a stop to this unauthorized and 
unlawful practice, was not sustained 
by the last Convention of Maryland. 
On the last page of the Journal be- 
fore me, I find the following notice: 
“It was moved and seconded, that 
the parochial reports presented at 
this Convention, be entered in the 
Journal entire — This motion was 
rejected.” What shall I, an hum- 
ble and obscure individual, say of 
this proceeding? I wish to speak 
with due reverence of all ecclesi- 
astical bodies, and especially those 
connected with my own Church; but 
if not entirely wrong in the views 
I have taken of the subject, the true 
character of this measure will be 
best exhibited by a short but faithful 
paraphrase, viz :-—“ It was moved 
and seconded, that it is the duty of 
this Convention to comply with the 
45th canon of the Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America.— 
This motion was rejected” ! ! 

It is to be lamented, that the Rev. 
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Secretary did not give us more par- 
ticular information respecting the 
vote that was taken upon this reso- 
lution. Ifthe writer of this article 
has not been greatly misinformed, 
the vote on it was taken by orders— 
the clergy voting in the affirmative, 
and the laity in the negative. It is 
gratifying to learn (and it would 
have been more so, to have learned 
it from the Journal), that the cleri- 
cal order of the Convention of Ma- 
ryland gave an affirmative vote on 
the above resolution; and it is to be 
presumed that the intelligent and 
respectable gentlemen of the laity-—— 
many of whom, probably, were not 
so familiar with the canons of the 
Church—will, on a fuller examina- 
tion of the subject, be disposed to 
reconsider and reverse a vote which 
has the appearance of setting at 
nought a law enacted by the com- 
bined wisdom of the Church, in Ge- 
neral Convention assembled. 

If the directions of the cannons 
were complied with in all our dio-— 


Ceses, it is to be presumed that the 


clergy would in their reports give us 
something more edifying than a bare 
column of figures; the Journals of 
our Conventions would enable the 
members of the Church to form an 
accurate judgment of its compara- 
tive growth and prosperity,—and 
would become documents that might 
afford instruction and pleasure when 
read in the domestic circle, and give 
entire satisfaction to many a now 
complaining 
PLAIN CHURCHMAN. 
=—_ 


For the Repertory. 
INEXPEDIENCY OF USING THE. 
_ANTE-COMMUNION SERVICE. 

In the paper of Prester published 
in the August number of the Re- 
pertory, in which the odligation to 
read the ante-communion service on 
every occasion of morning prayer, 
was considered; the writer promis- 
ed in a future paper, to consider the 
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expediency of thus using the service 
in question. It will be recollected 
by such as perused the observations 
upon the question of od/igation, that 
the whole matter was rested (as evi- 
dently it should have been) upon the 
simple enquiry, as to what course 
a person endeavouring to discover 
the direction of the Church, without 
prejudice or any influence but that 
which the Prayer Book should give; 
would be induced to adopt, from 
merely examining the plain and na- 
tural construction of the Rubrics.— 
In pursuing the course to which he 
would thus be led, he may be em- 
barrassed by some criticisms and 
doubts produced from sources inde- 
pendent of the Prayer Book, which 
the mere readers of the Rubrics, 
would never think of; sources to 
which the great majority of those in- 
terested in the order of the service, 
have no access; and which of course, 
whether admitting of a consistent 
explanation or not, are improper to 
come in, as decisive of the question 
in regard to the order of worship de- 
lineated by the Rubrics. With these 
remarks in view, the writer is oblig- 
ed to consider the arguments against 
the obligation of using the service in 
dispute, as satisfactory; and as per- 
fectly sufficient to merit at least, the 
practice of forbearance and the im- 


putation of conscientious motives, | 


on the part of those who have been 
accustomed Aarshly to condemn us, 
as but loosely attached to the Litur- 
gy of our Church. 

But although we may obtain the 
credit of acting from a conscientious 
belief of the force of our reasoning, 
it will be asked, why we do not mere- 
ly for the sake of uniformity, con- 
sent to its adoption according to the 
snethod which by many is consider 
ed as positively prescribed? This 
question proceeds upon two suppu- 
sitions; first, that there is no objec- 
tion to the service, considered in 
itself; and secondly, that there are 
no very important arguments against 
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itsexpediency. With regard to the 
first supposition, no one can deny its 
correctness. The service itself, 
must, on all hands, be acknowle:g- 
ed excellent. Considered as uncon- 
nected with any other; it is beautiful, 
solemn, and very impressive. and 
while in the view of the present wri- 
ter, the time and place, united with 
the frequency of its usual introduc. 
tion, have the effect of very much 
preventing the impression it would 
otherwise produce; there can be no 
question, but that when introduced 
occasionally—as on days of commu- 
nion, the times assuredly for which 
it was prepared,—its impression is 
of the happiest kind. But the se- 
cond supposition is not so admis- 
sible. In the opinion of those who 
do not use habitually the service in 
question; the arguments for the in- 
expediency of the usage contended 
for, are so weighty as in their pre- 
sent circumstances to induce the 
course for which they have been so 
much censured. I say in their pre- 
sent circumstances; because for my- 
self, I am free to declare what pro- 
bably accords with the views of 
others, that there are circumstances 
veiy easily to be found, and in which 
some of those who omit this service 
may hereafter be placed, that I 
should consider as changing the 
question of expediency completely, 
and as making it the duty of one 
who in the best sense of the aposto- 
lic phraze, would be “ all things to 
all men’’, to perform the ante-com- 
munion service on every occasion of 
morning prayer. With these preli- 
minary observations, let us proceed 
to the reasons for considering the 
nabitual use of the service, inexpe- 
dient. ’ 

It is inexpedient, because when 
appended to the whole “ order for 
morning prayer,” as commenced by 
the introductory sentences and end- 
ed with the apostoligal benediction; 
it makes the ordinary morning ser- 
vice too Yong, In urging this argu 
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ment, the writer is well aware of the 
insinuations to which he exposes 
himself: of the easy and complacent 
devices with which some persons 
will elude the objection, by charg- 
ing upon him a deficiency of in- 
terest in the devotions of the Church 
and of fondness for her Liturgy, 
united with a disposition to sacri- 
fice the service tothe sermon. But 
such things are easily said by any 
one; and repeated as often as any 
may please, can have no effect up- 
on the objection that excites them. 
There are reason and moderation in 
all things; and an incomparable Li- 
turgy may as easily lose its benefit 
by being extended too far, as a deli- 
cious repast by being partaken of 
intemperately. And it is no difficult 
matter to extend a Liturgy too far. 
Considering all things, it would be 
no very considerable task to show 
that churches are in as much dan- 
ger of having their services too long 
as too short; nay, that the tempta- 
tions to a service tiresome by its 
length, are greater than to one ina- 
dequate by its shortness. We have 
no knowledge of any respectable de- 
nomination whose service is impro- 
perly curtailed; but we are not with- 
out the most sorrowful instances of 
churches, who in the prolongation 
of their worship, have gone to the 
most unreasonable and injurious ex- 
tremes. - The Greek and Latin Li- 
turgies are fearful examples of this 
remark. Increasing step by step, 
by the union, from time to time, of 
new services, each considered as ex- 
cellent itself; they have at length ac- 
cumulated to such an extent, as al- 
most entirely to prevent a profitable 
preaching of the Gospel. Thus do 
they impede, most ruinously to the 
people, the great work for which the 
ministry was commissioned: and be- 
come, instead of helps and excite- 
ments to devotion, its incumbrances 
and opposers. In the opinion of the 


present writer, the addition of the 
ante-communion service to the mor- | 
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ning prayer, is one step, and no very 
unimportant one, in a similar course. 
Let me ask the friends of this addi- 
tion, if they do not think the service 
complete without it?—if “the order 
of morning prayer” has not all the 
parts, divisions, and arrangement of 
a service intended to be considered 
as having in itself a beginning, mid- 
die, and end?—if, in case no other 
service should be appended to it, 
every department of devotion will 
not receive a systematic, regular, 
and complete attention?—if without 
the service in dispute, it is not dong 
enough; as long as minds in general 
can well attend to; as long as the 
mass of those who while they respect 
the services of religion, have yet no 
personal and devout pleasure in 
them, can be expected to listen to 
without impatience? ! 
It is contended that the morning 
service with the addition alluded to, 
is too long; because it has the effect 
in general of wearying the attention 
of the people. Without the addi- 
uuon, the service is of the proper 
length. The people in general are 
incapable of confining their thoughts 
to any thing further which has not 
the effect of relieving while it re- 
ceives their attention, ‘The conse- 
quence is, that the appendage is 
commonly attended to with languor, 


and a great tendency in the mind to » 


wander; and, consequently, all that 
activity and life in the thoughts so 
necessary for a profitable attention 
to a discourse, is in a great degree 
impaired. These are remarks which 
persons of the most devotional feel- 
ings are as capable of understanding 
from the correspondence of their 
own experience, as ay others. And 
though we would make not the 
smallest insinuation against the de- 
votion of those who differ from the 
opinions of this paper, it is asserted 
that Episcopalians whose spirit, con- 
versation, and lives afford the most 
satisfactory evidence of great ad- 
vancement in holiness, and great 
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attachment to the Liturgy of our 
Church, do complain as much as any 
others of the inexpedient addition of 
the service in question to the morn- 
ing prayer, simply on account of the 
objection we are considering. No 
one of consideration and charity will 
charge the writer with disaffection to 
the service of the Church, because 
in his judgment, an addition which 
he considers optional, appears inex- 
pedient. In regard to things not 
prescribed, (as this paper, in conse- 
quence of the argument of the other, 
considers the service alluded to) 
clergymen who submit implicitly to 
what they think enjoined by the 
Church, may differ without offence; 
and there may be as much de- 
parture from the intentions of the 
Church on one side as the other — 
Every one knows that the human 
mind has a limit to its capacity for 
attention, beyond which, it cannot ad- 
vance without injury. Where, in 
respect to Church service, this limit 
is found, we may reasonably differ: 
and while unanimous as to things 
prescribed or forbidden, may be led, 
without censure, by this difference 
of opinion, variously to modify our 
proceedings, in relation to other 
things. Many people may contend 
that the service is not too long in 
consequence of the addition, because 
they are not wearied by it. We are 
willing they should enjoy their con- 
clusion; but assuredly in this case, 
when other people affirm that it is 
too long, because to their minds it 
is fatiguing, they should be permit- 
ted a similar indulgence. 

Again, it is thought inexpedient to 
append the ante-communion service 
to the order of morning prayer; be- 
cause it wearies unnecessarily and 
injuriously, the patience of that large 
part of every congregation, which is 

of persons who venerate 


they feel no personal sympathy in 
its ions. Now it cannot be de- 
nied, that a Church service should 


INEXPEDIENCY OF USING THE ANTE-COMMUNION SERVICE. 





oct. 


consider the feelings of persons like 
these, and should be so adapted, 
when it can be done without the ne- 
glect of any thing of prime impor- 
tance, as to avoid whatever will have 
the effect of making them discon- 
tented inthe Church. It is a great 
object to make them love the public 
exercises of devotion; and a form of 
services which causes impatience of 
its length, defeats one very impor- 
tant purpose of its use. To hearts 
unchanged by the Holy Ghost, we 
are well aware that no service, de- 
vout and holy as it ought to be, can 
be in all respects strictly agreeable; 
but this is a reason to prevent us 
from making any additions unneces- 
sarily, by which the disagreeable ef- 
fect upon the minds of the majority 
of its attendants, will be increased. 
The propriety of these remarks, it 
is presumed, wiil not be questioned. 
They introduce the assertion, that in 
the belief of this writer, and of those 
of a practice similar to his own, with 
whose ideas he is acquainted; the 
addition of the service in question is 
very generally irksome to such as 
are not particularly engaged in the 
devotions of the Church, and by 
wearying their patience, has a ten- 
dency to produce an unhappy pre- 
paration for all that is to follow; fre- 
quently prevents them from that en- 
tire acquiescence in the excellence 
of our services, which otherwise 
they would have; and often turns 
away from our doors, persons who, 
but for this, would have joined the 
Episcopal Church. That this is in- 
deed the truth; personal knowledge, 
favoured by extensive opportunities 
of observation, witnesses. Often 
has the writer listened to the com- 
plaints of persons in different pla- 
ces—in places where the service 
alluded to, has invariably been per- 
formed, and by those whose under- 
standing, rank in life, and respecta- 
bility of moral character were of the 
highest order. They asserted their 
yeneration and attachment for the 
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Episcopal Church; they possessed 
seats among Episcopal congrega- 
tions; they often occupied them: but 
confessed that frequently their pews 
were vacant, and they went to the 
churches of other. denominations, 
because of the tedious and fatiguing 
length of the Episcopal service. It 
is verily believed, that in places 
where the appendage of which we 
speak, has always been used; instan- 
ces similar to: these, among men 
of the character described above, 
are very numerous indeed, and that 
the injurious consequences to our 
Church and many of her attendants, 
are far more extensive than many 
have the least conception of. That 
the introduction of this service into 
the churches of those clergymen 
who do not at present use it, and 
where the people have never heard 
it except on days of communion, 
would be attended with the effects 
we have mentioned, to a much rnore 
serious extent and with far more se- 
rious injury; no one acquainted with 
our circumstances can for a moment 
doubt.* Now if these things be 


* In urging the above arguments, in 
proof of the inexpediency of this service, 
the writer is the more confident of their 
correctness, in consequence of being 
informed that circumstances have fre- 
quently induced some of the most stren- 
uous advocates of the od/igation of using 
it, to dispense with it either occasionally 
or regularly. It is said by one who had 
had the best opportunity of knowing, 
that the present Bishop of New Jersey, 
when Pastor of the Church at Swedes- 
borough, New Jersey, regularly omitted 
the ante-communion service. It is well 
known that the present Bishop of Mary- 
land considered it expedient to omit it 
generally, while Rector of a Church on 
the Eastern shore of Maryland. We 
have an instance of a. clergyman who 
waited on him not long for his ad- 
vice upon this subject: and after repre- 
mike to him that the use of it had al- 
ready lessened his congregation, and if 
continued would ruin it, asked what he 
ought todo. The advice was that the 


ante communion service should be omit- \ 


ted. These facts are mentioned neither 
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true, it is humbly contended, that 
since the order for morning prayer 
is so complete in itself; so much lon- 
ger than the services of other deno- 
minations, and certainly not too short 
in the opinion of anv; it is inexpedi- 
ent that the ante-communion service 
should be added. And again, whe- 
ther these things be true on not; if 
those who omit the addition do con- 
scientiously believe them true, and 
there be no rubrical obligation to use 
the service in dispute, (as it is as- 
sumed in this paper, that there is 
none) then should they receive, in- 
stead of harsh condemnation, at least 
the credit of some plausible reasons 
for their course, though by the con- 
tinuance of its pursuit, they forego 
the pleasure and advantage of uni- 
formity. 

Again, the morning service be- 
comes too long by this addition ; 
b cause an undue proportion of the 
time appropriated to the duties of 
the Church, is thus devoted to the 
department of worship, and a pro- 
portion too small, is left for the im- 
portant purposes of preaching. The 
force of this objection to any parti- 
cular mind, depends entirely upon 
the ideas previously entertained of 
the proper length of time for the ser- 
vice avd sermon. To enter upon 
any discussion as to this point, would 
be irrelevant: for inasmuch as the 
object of the writer is not proselyt- 
ism but defence; not so much to 
shew the defects of another’s opini- 
on, as that he has reasons for his 
Own; it is sufficient to say, that such 
is his idea of the time proper to be 
devoted to a discourse; such are his 
ideas of the time generally expedi- 
ent for the adequate treatment of the 
important topics of the pulpit, that 
the use of the service alluded to, 
does, in his view, materially inter- 
fere with that, which, according to 
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the last address of the Saviour to the 
apostles, is the chief duty and object 
of the ministry. This objection is 
of peculiar force, as connected par- 
ticularly with congregations scatter 
ed over a wide extent of country: 
and who, in consequence of their 
local circumstances, can enjoy but 
once on a Sabbath, and seldom more 
than once in two weeks, the benefits 
of preaching. It is well known that 
by far the greater part of the con- 
gregations in Maryland and Virgi- 
nia, and the western and southern 
countries, as well as many in the 
middle and eastern states, on ac- 
count either of the union of a plu- 
rality of churches under one pastor, 
or the distance of their residence 
from the place of worship, are situ- 
ated in this manner. These are the 
people, who, on account of the un- 
frequency of their opportunities, are 
peculiarly in need of the explana- 
tions and exhortations of the pulpit. 
The services of the Prayer Book, 
they are not so destitute of; for they 
have prayer books at home, and can 
at any time enjoy them. It is that 
which will teach them the excellence 
and the use, and will persuade them 
to the love and practice of what is 
found in our sefvice, which they 
most urgently require. Sensible of 
this, and knowing the preciousness 
of their time in the house of God, 
(which with many, and in winter es- 
pecially, is very short) they are well 
known as expecting a much larger 
time to be devoted to the sermon, 
than is usually appropriated where 
congregations are not so scattered. 
Such an expectation is reasonable, 
and ought to be complied with; but 
it is one with which the use of the 
ante-communion service, does very 
inconveniently and materially inter- 
fere. It is im vain to calculate the 
precise number of minutes occupied 
by this service, and answer all that 
has been said, by showing how few 
are. The length of a service 
in the present question, depends up- 
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on its nature; the place of its intro- 
duction; and many circumstances 
which in some cases may make one 
of ten minutes as long virtually, as 
one of thirty, inother cases. Expe- 
rience, feeling, and known conse- 
quences are in the present instance 
much more accurate measurers of 
length, than the minute hand of a 
watch: and so positively do these 
decide, among many congregations, 
against the expediency of this ser- 
vice, that the most serious evil 
should be apprehended from its in- 
troduction. 

In connection with the above ob- 
servations, it is proper that some- 
thing should be said in relation to 
some ideas which seem very incor- 
rect, of the comparative importance 
of the service and the sermon. It 
is not intended to discuss a question 
as to the portions of time to be al- 
lotted to each. Their comparative 
importance and their comparative 
appropriations of time are not pa- 
rallel; nor is either necessarily de- 
pendent on the other. But the wri- 
ter would direct his remarks at that 
unreasonable and almost idolatrous 
veneration for the formularies of the 
Church, which sometimes, from an 
inadequate idea of the importance of 
preaching, and at other times from 
the idea that this sort of veneration 
seems Episcopal, and looks like at- 
tachment to “ the distinctive princi- 
ples of the Church”, and shows a 
freedom from the errors of dissent, 
would lead you to believe, that to 
conduct the worship of the Church, 
is not only ar important part of a 
minister’s duty, but the chief and al- 
most the exclusive object of the am- 
bassadors of Christ; that preaching 
is important when there is time for 
it, but is never to hold up its preten- 
sions for a moment, in opposition to 
the demands of the Liturgy, and 
should be considered as a secondary 
matter altogether. Now all this has 
more the appearance of love run 
mad, than of that rational and con- 
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sisteui atlaciment to the Liturgy, 
which honours it the most by plac- 
ing « where it should be, and which 
Makes it the most useful by using 
it as the equal handmaid rather than 
the mistress of the sermon. I am 
well aware that the ideas against 
which I am contending, are consi 
deved by many as the evidences of 
atrue Episcopalian, and that who- 
ever dissents from them, is at once 
reyarded as but loosely attached to 
“ihe distinctive principles of the 
C.urch.” But it seems to me, tha’ 
they who are influenced by this fe 
vered fondness for our service, (fo: 
I can call it by no milder name) ar. 
in pretty much the same condition. 
as was the raptured St. John, whe 
he feil down before the angel and 
wouid have worshipped him, but 
was rebuked and commanded te 
worship God. No candid person 
will conclude that the writer has a 
whit less of that ardent but consist- 
ent foudness for the Liturgy, which it 
certainly most richly deserves from 
all, because, with these views, he 
undertakes to rescue the great com- 
mission of Christ to his apostles, from 
that diminutive rank in importance, 
to which it is in danger of being re- 
duced. To do this in Maryland, no 
one will think a task uncalled for, 
when he learns that a clerical gen- 
tleman, who for a long time has had 
not a little to do with the public 
business of the diocess, has lately 
expressed, without reserve, the ¢ru- 
ly scriptural and Episcopal convic- 
tion that preaching is of no impor- 
‘ance in the present circumstances 
of the Church. 

If we enquire for one of the most 
direct and powerful causes of the in- 
numerable corruptions of the church 
of Rome; of the ignorance of the 
priests, and the blindness of the peo- 
ple; we shall learn, next to the radi- 
cal impiety of withholding the Scrip- 
tures from common circulation, that 
the little consequence attached to 
the preaching of the Gospel; the lit- 
Vo. V....No. 3.—M 
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tle industry devoted to the prepara- 
tion of sermons; the little time ap- 
propriated for their delivery, and the 
high elevation of the church service 
above every thing else; contributed 
most essentially, to make room for 
indolence, insufficiency, and decep- 
tion in the priesthood, and for igno- 
rance, superstition, and error amo 
the people. And it will be foun 
that the commencement of all this 
injury, was the encouragement of 
sentiments precisely similar to those 
we are considering. 

We are assured, however some 
may think the above sentiments in re- 
gard to the Liturgy and the Sermon 
essentally connected with a true son 
of the Church, that neither the doc- 
trines nor the discipline of our 
Church, can be made to favourthem: 
and we know from her history, that 
the opinions and practice of her most 
venerable worthies, are directly in 
contradiction. It is acknowledged 
there are strong temptations to er- 
rors of a contrary description, which 
are not without many disciples; and 
from the view of these, we doubt not 
some well meaning persons are driv- 
en to maintain the opposite extreme. 
These errors we woud as strenu- 
ously guard against, as any; and 
while we are contending for the pul- 
pit, would vindicate with as much 
earnestness, the rights of the desk. 
But there is a middle ground be- 
tween the two extremes, which is 
not very difficult of discovery. Let 
it never be forgotten that our Sa- 
viour said, “‘ my Father’s house shall 
be called a house of prayer,” and in 
obedience to his authority, let no de- 
partment of worship, receive within 
our churches an attention less pro- 
longed than is necessary for a per- 
fect compliance with our Lord’s de- 
sign. But let it equally be remem- 
bered, that in giving his come 
mission to his apostles, just before 
ne was taken up into heaven, when 
vot a word was spoken of the wor- 


ship they were to conduct; he said, 











“Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.” In obedience to this com- 
mand, never let the time for the 

reaching of the word be so dimin- 
ished that opportunity may not be 
had for a clear elucidation and a for- 
cible application of the most vital 
texts in the Bible. Circumstances 
may easily be imagined when the 
service should give room to the ser- 
mon: and again, though less fre- 
quent, when the sermon should be 
omitted for the service. I would 
place them pon a precise equality, 
and have them operate hand in hand; 
and would make the Church as well 
dependant for her honours upon the 
preaching of her ministry, as the ex- 
cellence of her Liturgy. We have 
a very particular account of the 
preaching of the apostles in the New 
Testament; and so much stress is 
laid upon their labours in this de- 
partment, that it seems a very legi- 
timate inference to conclude, that 
preaching was considered the chief 
business of the ministry in that era 
of the Church. We have it men- 
tioned occasionally, that they prayed 
in some places; but nothing is said 
of this in sueh a manner, as to in- 
duce the supposition that it occupied 
a principal or even equal station in 
the view of the inspired penmen.— 
Many things may be said in reply, 
of the different circumstances of the 
Church at this day, from those of 
apostolic times, and of the different 
circumstances of ministers, With 
these, we will not dispute. Our 
object is not to show that the im- 
portance of the Church service is 
subordinate to that of the sermon; 
but only, that the latter is fully 
equal to the former, in the atten- 
tion it deserves and the estimate 
that should be made of its utility. 
‘That the service is subordinate to 


preaching, we do not believe; but 
that preaching should stand on e- 


ual ground, in the exercises of the 
Sabbath and in the employments of 
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the Ministry, with the Liturgy of the 
Church, we do earnestly maintain. 
These observations are not with- 
out their connection with those that 
preceded them, upon the expedien- 
cy of the ante-communion service. 
Many minor considerations—some 
particularly applicable to the con- 
gregations of those whose practice 
the present paper is designed to de- 
fend, and others more especially con- 
nected with the circumstances of 
missionaries,—might be added to 
the objections in the preceding pa- 
ges. But enough room has already 
been asked of the Editors of the 
Repertory: and it is hoped enough 
has been already written, to induce 
our brethren whose usage is differ- 
ent from ours, to believe that we act 
not only from conscience, but from 
reflection also. The writer is well 
aware of the many remarks which 
those who are disposed to centrovert 
the opinions of this paper, may make 
upon what has here been written.— 
Illnature and uncharitableness, may 
cover many a page with sarcasm 
and abuse. Candid reflection may, 
doubtless, produce something in op- 
position, that deserves consideration 
and respect. But inasmuch as the 
object of the writer has been defence, 
exclusively, and not attack; vindicas 
tion, not proselytism; to show the 
reasons of his own, and not the un- 
reasonableness of others’ practice; 
he is willing that the force of the 
arguments of his two papers, may 
be questioned; if they who dissent 
will only be convinced that the same 
right to one’s own opinion, should 
in this case be yielded by them to 
us, which we are willing they should 
be permitted to enjoy. The obser- 
vations of respectful and candid wri- 
ters, in opposition to the above re- 
marks, and made in a Christian spi- 
rit, will be perused with equal can- 
dour and respect; but as to all insi- 
nuations, harsh expressions, and un- 
charitable sayings against the spi- 
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ef a similar usage, intended to de- 
preciate their attachment to the 
Church and to her excellent servi- 
ces, and in the style of those that in 
the latter days, have been scattered 
among the people with so much 
good will and so little truth, they 
will be treated in the spirit of Him. 
«¢ who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again.” PRESTER. 


ORPHAN’S ADDRESS. 


The following Lines, written by Mr. H. 
Situ, author of “ The Rejected Ad- 
dresses,” were repeated by a little 
Gir! of eight or ten years of age, at the 
Anniversary of the Jews’ Hospital, in 
London, in April last : 
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* Wuen o’er the world the orphan train, 
Thrown helpless on its stormy tide, 











Look trembling round, and seek in vain 


Some guardian power their path to 
guide;— 


“ When wearied friends no longer stretch 
‘The hand which once its bounty gave, 

And want and woe assail the wretc 
Whom age is bending to the grave:— 


“ Then, Charity, thy parent smile 
The Orphan’s sorrow can assuage, 
And with a filial love beguile 
The miseries of childless Age. 


“For you the infant voice aloud 
Is daily rais’d, to bless your care; 
For you the hoary head is bow’d, 
In gratitude of silent pray’r. 


“ Hence, studied praise and trite appeal} 
The wailing tone—the tale of woe!— 
A scene like this your hearts musz feel, 
And bounty from such hearts muet 
flow.” 











From the Christian Spectator. 


The Reports of the American Soci- 
ety for colonizing the free people 
of colour in the United States.—— 
1818, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 


To the government exercised over 
us while we continued in a state of 
colonial dependence, our country 
owes the greatest blot which stains 
her annals, and the greatest—almost 
the only curse, with which provi- 
dence has seen fittoafflicther. The 
pittance of honour which England 
has acquired, or even the stupend- 
ous amount of glory which she 
claims, as a reward of her efforts 
against the slave trade, can never 
atone for the crime of introducing 
into her colonies without their con- 
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sent, against their wishes, in defi- 
ance of their remonstrances, a popu- 
lation of slaves—a population which, 








even if it were not literally enslaved, 
must for ever remain in a state of 
degradation no better than bondage; 
a population whose relative increase 
is, and always must be, a positive 
diminution of national strength and 
wealth, and on whose character, and 
prospects, the philanthropist must 
forever look with commiseration, 
and the patriot with fearful forebod- 
ings. 

The bare mention of the institu- 
tion whose reports are now before 
us, directs, with an impulse which 
we find it difficult to resist, towards 
a discussion of slavery as it exists in 
the United States, taking the subject 
in all its extent, and with all its re- 
lations to the prosperity of our coun- 
try. And this impulse receives ad- 
ditional force from the, perhaps our 
readers would say, selfcousliaent 
impression, that though our cencep- 
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tions of the nature and extent of this 


evil, are no less vivid than those of 


the more ardent of our fellow citi- 
zens, they are in some respects 
more liberal, if not more rational, 
than the doctrines on this subject 
which are frequently expressed, with 
the strongest conviction of their or- 
thodoxy, by many of the journals 
and other publications of New Eng- 
land and the middle states. But for 
the present we are compelled to 
wave that discussion, except so far 
as it is necessarily connected with 
our immediate object; and we do 
it in the hope that we shall be able 
ere long to present our readers with 
a review of that subject. 

Our present design is to examine 
at some length the history, the pros- 
pects, and the claims of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society. We of- 
fer no apology for this, because 
there is too much reason to believe 
that a great proportion of our read- 
ers have never enjoyed a proper op- 
portunity of examining these inter- 
esting reports for themselves; and 
those who have been more favored 
in this respect, will certainly agree 
with us that every individual ought 
to know what an institution so gigan- 
tic in its designs has already accom- 
plished, what it is now doing, and 
what it may reasonably hope to ac- 
complish hereafter. 

The American Colonization So- 
ciety was organized at Washington 
about the commencement of the 
year 1817. In the words of its con- 
stitution, “ the object to which its 
attention is to be exclusively direct 
ed, is to promote and execute a plan 
for colonizing (with their consent) 
the free people of colour residing 
within our country, in a or 
such place as Congress shall deem 

per poo Among the in- 
dividuals most active in procuring 
its establishment, besides many of 
the ‘board of Managers. 
were the late Rev. Dr. Findley, of 
New Jersey, and Samuel J. Mills. 
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The former is indeed said to have 
been the original projector of the 


plan. At the period of its formation 
the society received the strongest 
expressions of approbation, and the 
warmest assurances of good will from 
many very distinguished men of the 
southern states. This was highly 
ii portant, as it had a strong teaden- 
cy to gain the confidence of the 
southern people, without which all 
the operations of the society, must of 
course, be exceedingly embarrassed. 
But the approbation of great men, 
and the sanction of great names, will 
never go far towards the attainment 
of any benevolent object. It is one 
thing for a professed orator to make 
a speech in favour of an enterprise, 
and it is quite another thing for him 
to bring all the resources of his 
knowledge and all the powers of his 
understanding, to bear upon the suc- 
cess of that enterprise, even though 
it should be at the expense of his 
popularity. And it is one thing for 
a man of wealth in a moment of ge- 
nerous excitement to place his name 
at the head of a subscription as the 
contributor of thirty, or fifty, or a 
hundred dollars, and it is altogether 
a different thing for the same man 
to renew his donation from year to 
year, when the novelty of the affair 
has gone by, or when the cause is 
laboring under a temporary depres- 


' sion, or when some of his neighbours 


will laugh at his enthusiasm. For 
the success of any ben olent object, 
we would rather have the favor of 
one pious female, than the favor of 
five rich men, who are actuated by 
no stronger and steadier impulse 
than the generosity of their nature. 
And in this, or any similar undertak- 
ing, the co-operation of the humble, 
noiseless, unnoticed, Samuel John 
Mills would be better than the co- 
operation of almost any distinguish- 
ed man high in office. It ought not 
to be expected that the men who 
are occupied with the bustle and in- 
trigues of political life, will devote 
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their time and attention to the mi- 
nor business of doing good. They 
feel that it is enough for them to bid 
the philanthropist God-speed. It 1s 
enough for them to call the slave trade 
by all the hard names contained in the 
vocabulary of indignation, or to lift 
their hands and voices in favour of 
popular enactments for its abolition. 
And it is no more than justice to 
thei, that the scanty pittance of in- 
fluence, which is perhaps all that 
their avocations will permit them to 
contribute, should be made to go as 
far as possible. Our benevolent in- 
stitutions in New England act on 
this principle ; and a society hardly 
seems to be organized unless it 1s 
able to prefix to its reports a head- 
roll of Excellent and Honorabic 
names. With this fact in view, we 
have been astonished to hear it ob- 
jected to the colonization society, 
that they are too anxious to secure 
the patronage of great names.— 
Without attempting a formal vindi- 
cation of their policy in this respect, 
we will merely suggest that there is 
an old proverb touching the inexpe- 
diency of that man’s beginning to 
throw stones who lives in a glass 
house ; and we close this digression 
by observing that much good would 
be accomplished if all our Senators 
and members of Congress who are 
enrolled as Presidents, and Vice- 
Presidents, and Directors of Bene- 
volent Societies, would devote to 
the objects @vhich they profess to 
patronize, half that attention and half 
that zeal, which as we do assuredly 
know, southern senators and mem- 
bers of Congress, have devoted to 
the object now under consideration. 

The first important measure of the 
Board was the sending of a mission 
of inquiry to Africa by the way of 
England. This was a measure of 
obvious necessity ; for in what other 
way could they obtain the informa- 
tion which was indispensable to the 
commencement of their enterprize ? 
The Society’s agents Messrs. Mills 
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and Burgess, sailed from Philadel- 
phia, Nov. 16, 1817, arrived at Sier- 
ra Leone in March following, and 
after about two months spent in a 
laborious and painful survey of the 
coast, re-embarked on their voyage 
for America. The memory of this 
voyage is consecrated in the hearts 
of christians, by the fact that soon 
after they left Africa, Samuel John 
Mills, the man of God, whose name 
is so intimately associated with al- 
most every great moral movement 
which has been made on our conti- 
nent, finished the work which Ged 
had given him to do, and entered on 
his reward in heaven. The simple 
narrative of the missionaries which 
so beautifully describes their travels, 
and labours in Africa, has been read 
by thousands, and ought to be read 
by all. It was published entire in 
the second annual Report, and the 
substance of it may be found like- 
wise in the biography of Mills. 

By the exertions of some mem- 
bers of the Colonization Society it 
was soon discovered that the law of 
the United States for the abolition of 
the slave trade. enacted in 1807, was 
extremely defective in some of its 
provisions. By one section of this 
law, the power of disposing of any 
slaves who might alterwards be in- 
troduced into the United States was 
vested in the Legislatures of the se- 
veral states or territories into which 
they might be imported. In confor- 
mity with this provision the Legisla- 
ture of Georgia had enacted that 
all negroes unlawfully introduced 
into that state should be so_p by the 
Executive for the benefit of the state; 
and under that law sales to a consid- 
erable amount were actually made, 
and the proceeds paid into the state 
treasury. The same act however re- 
cognised the existence and designs of 
the Colonization Society, and propos- 
ed that if that Society would engage 
to receive such persons of colour 
and transport them out of the coun- 
try exclusively at their own expense, 
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the slaves instead of being soici 
should be delivered into their hands 

In consequence of the representa- 
tions of the Board to Congress, the 
laws relative to the slave trade were 
revised, and it was determined to 
establish an agency on the coast of 
Airica for the reception of rescued 
slaves, and to send from time to 
time, a national ship to cruise along 
the coast, so as to abulish the slave 
trade at its source. The particular 
point at which the proposed estab- 
lishment should be erected was lefi 
to the Executive; and as it was evi- 
dent that a co-operation between the 
Government and the Colonization 
Society would equally promote the 
benevolen: objects of both, the Pre- 
sident determined to locate the agen- 
cy at whatever place the Society 
should select for the site of their co- 
lony. Accordingly, the Elizabeth 
was chartered which carried out the 
agent of the Society, and tie two 
agents of Governinent, together with 
about eigaty people of colour, who 
were to commence the settlement, 
and were to be employed for a time 
at the expense of the Government, 
in making the necessary prepara- 
tions for the reception of such Afri- 
cans as might be recaptured.— 
Though the location of the colony 
had not been determined, it was ex- 
pected that the agents would easily 
procure a favorable situation in the 
Bagroo country. They were com- 
pelied by a variety of unfortunate 
circumstances to land and make a 
temporary establishment on the low, 
unhealthy island of Sherbro. Here 
while they were attempting in vain 
to negociate for land with the treach- 
erous naiives, they were attacked 
by disease; and the three agents, an: 
twenty of the Colonists were swept 
away. The superintendence of the 
whole establishment devolved o: 
Daniel Coker one of the most intel- 
ligent and ble of the settlers. 
Some of the colonists. who by th: 
Way seem not on that occasion to have 
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deen selected with much discretion, 
became ‘iisorderly ; aid the colony 
caine so near to ruin that ja the spring 
vf 1821, wien it was reinforced by the 
arrival of Messrs. Andrus and Wilt- 
verger the Society’s agents, and 
Messrs. Winn and E. Bacon the VU. 
3. agents, with 28 effective laborers, 
they were instructed in consequence 
of the eatire failure of the negocia- 
tions for land, to seek the protection 
ol the British Governinent at Sierra 
Leone. The colonists were accord- 
ingiy removed to Fourah Bay in the 
vicinity of Freetown. Messrs. An- 
drus and Bacon went to the Bassa 
country, and attem»ted unsuccess- 
fully to purchase land for the colony. 
They had scarcely returned from 
this expedition when Mr. Bacon and 
his wife were attacked with te sick- 
ness incident to the climate, and 
sailed for America. Mr. Andrus 
soon after died, (Aug 27,) and in 
the succeeding mo ith M«. and Mrs. 
Winn, within a few days of each 
other, followed hin to the grave — 
In the beginning ot Dec., Dr. Ayres 
who had been sent out as the Socie- 
ty’s agent, and Lt. Stockton of the U. 
S. schooner Alligator, sailed to Cape 
Montserado; and, after struggling 
with great difficulties, which they 
overcame by means of their acquain- 
tance with the African character, 
succeeded in purchasing of King 
Peter, King George, King Zoda, 
King Long Peter, King Governor, 
and King Jimmy, fore considera- 
tion of about 500 dollars, a tract of 
country large enough for all the pre- 
sent purposes of the colony, sup- 
plied with excellent springs of wa- 
ter, fruitful in its soil, and healthy in 
its climate, on the banks of a river 
as large as the Connecticut, “and 
with one of the best harbours be- 
tween Gibraltar and the Cape of 
Good Hope.” The letter of Dr. 
Ayres, containing the history of this 
transaction, presents so vivid a pic- 
ture of the character and manners 
of the natives, that we must be 
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indulced with the following ex- 
tracts : 


“(n the 1ith of December, 1821, in 
the night, we came to anchor off St. 
Paul’s river. At daylight on the 12th, 
got under way and soon observed several 
canoes coming off to us. The moment 
we anchored our boat was out, and Mr. 
Stockton and mvself went on shore be- 
fore any wrong impression could be 
made on the king. We landed on the 
beach, at the king’s Crootown, and told 
them we wanted to see the king; we 
had presents on board for him; and 
showed them some rum and tobacco 
which we had taken on shore for him 

“Three or four of the people who had 
gathered round us were dressed in large 
striped hoods, thrown over their shoul- 
ders, and had the appearance of being 
people of authority.” 

“After waiting some time, they sent 
ofan express for king Peter. It had 
been represented to us unsafe to go on 
shore without being armed, and that we 
should certainly be murdered and rob- 
bed. But we determined to go unarm- 
ed, as an evidence that our aim was pa- 
cific. While sitting and waiting for the 
king under the shed of a Crooman, the 
people kept collecting, most of them 
with knives hanging to their sides. At 
length there came five or six armed with 
muskets. I began to think there might 
be some truth in the reports. We were 
now surrounded by fifty or sixty, arm- 
ed in this way, and we were without the 
means of defence, except a demijohn of 
whiskey and some tobacco I narrowly 
watched their countenances, as well as 
that of Mr. Stockton. I saw he was no 
way concerned, and a little observation 
showed there was yet no hostility in 
their intentions. 

Express after express was sent for the 
king. After a long time one of the most 
reputable looking men told us “The king 
be fool—he no talk English—I his mouth, 
what I say, king say.— What you want?” 
“We told him we were desirous of get- 

ting a placein Africa to build a house, 
make farms, &c.””—After explaining our 
views to this person, and discussing them 
some time, they sent another message to 
the king, and he then made his appear- 
ance. He was dressed in a cotton gar- 
ment of large blue and white stripes, 
thrown over his shoulders, and a person 
holding an umbrella over his head. He 
came, shook hands with us, and took a 
seat, When his interpreter related to 





| him our object in visiting him, we did not 
| fail to let him know the high estimation 
in which we held him fer veracity and 
punctuality, and this had induced us 
to prefer him to some other chiefs: 
and like most monarchs we found his 
ear always open to the sound of his own 
praise. He said “he thanked us for the 
favour we had done him in coming to him 
first, and we might have land.” We 
told him we wanted the Island at the 
mouth of the river, and the Cape. He 
objected to the Cape, and said “if any 
white man was to settle on it, their king 
Peter would die, they would bury him, 
and then his women would cry a plenty.” 
| We did not fail to place in the most fa- 
| vorable light the advanta. es which our 
| trade would be to him; but took good 
care, after our former experience how 
we attempted to oppose their prejudices, 
or to offer to their consideration any 
views which they could not fully com- 
prehend: we therefore said nothing of 
civilizing or christianizing them; but 
left this, hoping our future example may 
recommend our principles to their adop- 
tion. After sitting some time in pala- 
ver, the king told us he would see his 
head men, and next morning he would 
meet us again on the beach, and make a 
book for the land We gave them our 
rum and tobacco, and returned to our 
vessel. 

On the 13th we again went to meet 
his majesty. We found his head men, 
but no King; yet we sent off an express 
for him. It was not till after some time 
and several messages had passed, that 
we could get him to meet us. After 
sitting three hours in palaver, the unfor- 
tunate subject of the slave trade was 
broached, and we again broke up the 
palaver. 

Our prospect at this time was very 
dull; we however determined not to give 
up the subject lightly, and the next day 
went on shore again where the King ap- 
pointed to meet us. When we got 
there, we found neither King nor any of 
hishead men. Our prospects now were 
truly discouraging. We, as we had done 
before, sent off an express for him. He 
sent word he would not come, nor let us 
have any land. It then became neces. 
sary cither to go and seek the King in 
his Capital, or to give up the case as im- 
practicable, as all persons had found it, 
who had attempted to negociate for this 
place before. To goto the town was to 








place ourselves entirely in the power of 
a nation who had always been represente 
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ed to us so savage as to render it unsafe 
to land on their shore without being 
completely armed. However we were 
determined to go; and were conducted 
by a Crooman, through dark dismal ways, 
at one time wading through the water, 
‘and at another wallowing through the 
mud; passing through thick and dark 
swamps, in narrow paths for six or seven 
miles into the interior. If one of us 
staid behind, the Crooman would halloo 


to us .o “come along—the devil will | 


catch us.” We at length arrived at his 
majesty’s capital. We were shown into 
a palaver hall spread with mats, to wait 
the coming of the King. The head men 
came and shook hands with us, and in- 
formed us that he was dressing, and 
would see us in a short time. They 
looked very grave, and few of them 
looked well pleased. After waiting 
about one heur, the King made his ap- 

nee. Instead of coming and shak- 
ing hands with us, he went and seated 
himself under another palaver hall. His 
prime minister then came and invited 


us to go to the King. He shook hands | 


with us but looked very angry.” 

The first word the king said to us 
was, “what you want that land for?” 
This question, so often asked and as of 
ten answered, had again to be explained 
to him. We now found that among the 
Croomen who had been on board our 


vessel the day before, there was one | 


who had been engaged with the father 
of the Bassa youth we had on board.— 
This man told them we had taken away 
the king of Bassa’s son and killed him, 
and when we got the land, we should 


cut their throats and bury them; another | 
Crooman saw some of our colonists on | 


board and knew them; this circumstance 
ve them to understand we were the 
people who had been quarrelling so 
much at Sherbro; and, as if these thing's 
could not throw difficulties enough to 
try our diplomatic skill, one fellow pre- 
sented himself to Lt. Stockton, and told 
dim he was one of those whom the Lieu- 
4enant had captured on his last voyage, 
jn the Daphne, and they had recaptured 
her on their home. These cir- 
cumstances accounted for the change of 
conduct in the King and people. Our 
cause now looked truly deplorable. We 
were unarmed, in the midst of a nation 
se exasperated against us. But Licut 
Stockton’s dexterity at mixing flattery 
‘with a little well timed threat, turned all 
to our own ad . When they com- 


plained of his taking the French for trad- 
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ing with them in slaves, he told them 
his omlers were not to meddle with the 
French or any other nation. That when 
he saw the French vessel, he sent his 
boat to see who she was; that they fired 
_at him, and when they fought him, then 
he whipped them and took their vessel ; 
that he would not suffer any bedy to 
make a fool of him : and now king Peter 
wanted to make a fool of him: that he 
tell him, three days, he would let him 
have land, and drink up his rum, and 
take his tobxcco, and now he say he 
shan t have any land: this was fooling 
him. I believe the old king was afraid 
of being served as the French vessel was, 
for he soon came to, and promised to 
call some more kings, afd meet us on 
the shore next morning, and make a 
book which was to give us the land 

I consider our contract not only as a 
triumph over savage prejudice, but over 
European negociation. For this you 
are entirely indebted to the energy, sa- 
|| gacity and perseverance of Lieut Stock- 
‘| ton. The island at the mouth of the ri- 
ver we have named Perseverance, “to 
perpetuate the long and tedious pala- 
ver we had in obtaining it.” 


A settlement was begun without 
delay at Cape Montserado by the 
colonists who had been residing at 
Fonrah Bay. But in the mean time 
i! the African Sovereigns had repented 
of the bargain by which they had in- 
troduced into their vicinity a govern- 
ment favorable to the rights of man, 
and the progress of human improve- 
ment; and like their whiter and more 
civilized brethren of another quarter 
of the Eastern Continent, they were 
alarmed and looked with jealousy 
on an innovation which as they with 
their little perspicacity could see— 
threatened in its progress to impose 
a new aspect on the face of soci- 
ety, and to do away all the ancient 
and venerable abuses by which their 
wealth and power are supported. 
Accordingly when Dr. Ayres arriv- 
ed with the colonists, he was notified 
by their majesties that the contract 
must be annulled, and that he could 
not be permitted to settle. He how- 
ever ventured to land, so that while 
the colonists were building their 


houses he might negociate with the 
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kings at his leisure. The same 


ton had taught him to pursue on 
the former occasion proved success- 
ful here. The kings were intimidat- 
ed by his decision and by the zeal of 
the settlers, and the treaty was ratifi- 
ed. Butin afew weeks the diffi- 
cuities were renewed. 


“A British prize slave vessel had so- 
licited and obtained permission to take 
water from the Cape. This vessel part- 
ed her cable and was thrown on shore. 
The spirit of hostility, excited by a dis- 
pute between the captain and one of 
the Kings added to the powerful motive 
presented by the presence of a French 
vessel waiting her compliment of slaves, 
induced the natives to attack her, with 
purposes ofplunder. Several of our peo- 
ple engaged in herdefence. Inthe con- 
test which ensued, and which they in 
vain endeavoured to prevent, two of the 
natives were killed : and on the succeed- 
ing day, a British soldier and one of our 
colonists. Through the criminal inad- 
vertency of an English sailor, who dis- 
charged a cannon in the immediate vici- 
nity of the store house, this building took 
fire: and with it most of the clothing, 
provisions, and utensils of the colony 
were destroyed.”—6th Rep.—p. 10. 


All was now in confusion. ‘The 
natives had received demonstration 
of the bearing which the colony was 
to have onthe slave trade. A grand 
palaver was assembled, consisting of 

17 kings, and 84 half kings. One 
or two of the most powerful of these 
were the decided friends of the 
-colony, and had armed their sub- 
jects for war, in case peace could 
not be procured, Dr. Ayres ap- 
peared before this congress, and 
gave them to understand that he 
had purchased the territory in ques- 
tion and peid for it, that therefore 
he intended to retain it, and that 
if they thought they were able to 
expel him they might make the at- 
tempt, and he would show them 
what fighting was ; he would bring 
ships, and batter down all the towns 
of those who opposed him from Cape 
Mount to the Line. “While mak- 
Vet. V....No, 3.—N 
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: | ing this speech,” says he, “I nar- 
course of conduct which Lt. Stock- |} 


rowly watched the countenances of 


| Kings Brister and Boson. [King 


Boson is the most powerful friend of 
the colony.| Brister shewed evident 
signs of concern, but Boson shook 
his sides very heartily with laughter. 
By this I found I had touched the right 
chord, and did not spare invectives. 
The other Kings appeared uneasy, 
and said one to another, Oh, look, 
white man getting mad, white get- 
ting mad! Boson, to second the im- 
pression I had made, sent one of his 
people round to circulate a report 
that there were four large ships a lit- 
tle way to the southward, making into 
the harbour.” This threw all into 
confusion, and it was with difficulty 
we could keep the Kings together 
until the business was settled.” 

The difficulties having been ad- 
justed, Dr. Ayres felt himself under 
the necessity of returning to the Uni- 
ted States, for the sake of obtaining 
supplies. Heaccordingly took pas- 
sage for this country on the fourth of 
June, 1821. On the 8th-of Aucust 
the settlement was reinforced by the 
arrival of the brig Strong, from Bal- 
timore with Mr. and Mrs. Ashmun, 
and 35 colonists, besides 15 recap- 
tured Africans. Mr. Ashmun was’ 
sent out as the Agent of the Govern- 
ment, but he had also received a 
commission from the Colonization 
Society to act in their name, in case 
he should find no agent at the colony. 
He accordingly assumed the direc- 
tion of the establishment, laid out the 
plan of a town, and began to erect 
such fortifications as might secure it 
against any attack from the natives. 

It was soon ascertained that the 
labour bestowed on these. fortifica- 
tions was not in vain. Many of the 
Kings, as we have seen, were from 


the'be exceedingly afraid that 
the influence of the colony would be 
to break up all trade-——by which they 


mean the slave trade—and it is reas- 
onable to suppose that their feelings 
of suspicion and hostility. would no} 
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tions and admonitions of the traders. 
Accordingly Mr. Ashmun and his 
fellow labourers seem to have been 
continually disturbed by reports of 
the hostile designs of their neighbors, 
and to have built the walls of their 
little town somewhat as Nehemiah 
and his countrymen builded the walls 
of Jerusalem ; “every one with one 
of his hands wrought in the work, 
and with the other held a weapon.” 
On the morning of November 11th 
they were attacked by a body of 800 
natives, who, coming upon them by 
‘surprise, gained possession of the 
settlement, till after one or two dis- 
ch s of the eighteen pounder, 
they betook themselves to flight. On 
the second of December they re- 
turned with a still greater force 
amounting to about 1500, and attack- 
ed simultaneously in two opposite 
quarters, but after receiving a few 
shots from the terrific “great guns,” 
they made a hasty departure. They 
might perhaps have been entirely 
cut off by these repeated assaults, 
had it not been for the interference 
of a British schooner which provi- 
dentially made its appearance in this 
season of distress. A cessation of 
hostilities was effected by the media- 
tion of Capt. Laing, the distinguish- 
ed African traveller, who was on 
board, and twenty mariners were 
landed to guaranty the observance 
of the truce till the difficulties should 
be finally adjusted. The comman- 
der of a Colombian armed vessel 
presented the colony with a fine prize 
schooner of sixty tons, which may be 
considered as an important addition 
to the establishment. When it is 
remembered that in this contest the 
whole effective force of the colony 
was twenty-eight men and boys, and 
that the whole loss was only three 
killed and four wounded, we may 
regard the result as proving at onc 

the bravery of the settlers and the 
cowardice of the natives. In the 


tgppidation of assault, doubtless nei- 





be allayed by the friendly sugges- 
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ther Mr. Ashmun nor the colonists 
would be able to form a very cool 
and deliberate estimate of the num- 
ber of assailants; but after making 
every allowance for their seeing 
things double on such an occasion, 
it must be considered as proved, that 
one hundred well armed freemen, 
fighting for their liberty, and their 
children, and their homes, may de- 
fend the colony against all the hordes 
that can ever be mustered by the 
holy alliance of Africa. And here 
we cannot but remark that this illus- 
trates very strikingly the difference 
between the wild men of that conti- 
nent, and the wild men of America. 
If that establishment had been at- 
tacked, by 800, or 500, or 200 Indi- 
ans,—we should have known its fate 
only by conjecture. 

It was not to be expected that an 
arrangement like the one above men- 
tioned, would place the settlers im- 
mediately in a state of entire security 
and comfort. Accordingly, when 
the Cyane arrived on the coast, where 
she had been sent to execute the laws 
against the slave trade, she found 
them in a suffering condition. The 
noble and disinterested exertions of 
Captain Spence and his crew, in 
erecting a house for the agent, and 
a tower of strong mason work for the 
defence of the town, are greatfully 
acknowledged by the Managers in 
their address to the public, inserted 
in the August number of the Spec- 
tator. This tower, which is expect- 
ed to bid defiance to the barbarians, 
has been called Stockton Castle.— 
Africa will hereafter honor the men 
who are labouring for her deliver- 
ance. Her mountains and rivers, 
her provinces and cities, while they 
testify her gratitude will be the mo- 
numents of their benevolence. And 


| though friends and the public may 


weep at the loss of those who perish 
beneath the stroke of the sun by day, 
or of the moon by night, while la- 
souring in behalf of suffering huma- 
nity; yet there is a consolation in the 
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thought, that they have perished in 
aause, for which they need not be 
ashamed to be martyrs. If we ho- 
nour the memory of those who die 
on the bloody deck, in extending the 
fame of American valour; surely we 
ought to honour with a double rever- 
ence, the memory of those who sa- 
erifice their lives to extend the tri- 
umphs of American philanthropy. 
It makes us feel proud of our coun- 
try, to see the zeal and efficiency, 
which have uniformly been display- 
edi by the officers and seamen of the 
national vessels that have been ap- 
pointed from time te time to the Af- 
rican station. Most of my asso- 
ciates,”’ said Lieut. Stockton, “ were 
ready (and I sincerely believe it) to 
sacrifice on the altar of humanity, 
convenience, comfort, interest and 
health.” 

In April last, Dr. Ayres sailed 
from Baltimore, in the brig Oswego, 
with sixty new settlers. If their 
voyage was favourable, they must 
have arrived there more than two 
months ago. 

A trading company has been form- 
ed in Baltimore, which, if the plan 
succeeds, will hereafter afferd the 
means of a constant and regular com- 
munication with the colony. This 
company, consisting of a few respec- 
table merchants, was formed with 
the approbation of the Board, and 
will, we trust, have an important 
connection with the regeneration of 
Africa. Its design is, we believe, 
after having made a fair experiment, 
to run two or more vessels as regu- 
lar traders between Baltimore and 
Cape Montserado. These will of 
course afford the means of convey- 
ance to such as are desirous of emi- 
grating. The first vessel sailed at 
the beginning of June, and carried 
a few passengers. 

The present condition of the colo- 
ny may be briefly described.—lIt 
consists of 190 settlers, under the | .- 
rection of two agents, ardently de- 
Voted to the cause, accustomed to 


their business, seasoned to the cli- 
mate, and well acquainted with the 
African character. These men oc- 
cupy a soil of whose productiveness 
it is difficult for an inhabitant of our 
climate to form any adequate con- 
ception. By the latest accounts, the 
controversy with the natives seems 
to have terminated entirely to their 
satisfaction; so that the former in- 
tercourse with them for the purpo- 
ses of trade has been resumed, and 
the settlers can clear and cultivate 
their lands without danger. 

Such is the history of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society. Its de- 
sign is general—the benefit of the 
whole African race. Its plan of 
operation is specific—the establish- 
ment on the coast of Africa of a co- 
lony of free people of colour from 
America. It is a not a Missionary 
Society; nora society for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade; nor a 
society for the improvement of the 
blacks; nor a society for the aboli- 
tion of slavery.—It is simply a so- 
ciety for establishing a colony on the 
coast of Africa; and so far as any of 
these other objects are attained by 
its efforts, they must be attained ei- 
ther as the means, or as the conse- 
quences of establishing that colony. 
Kut limited as are the operations of 
this institution, it appears to us to 
be the only institution which prro- 
mises any thing great or effectual 
Jor the benefit of the black popu- 
lation of our country. A single 
glance at the condition of these be- 
ings, and at the obstacles which lie 
in the way of their improvement, is 
enough to convince us of this. 

There is at present within the 
limits of the United States, a color- 
ed population of onE MILLION, SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND SIXTY NINE THOU- 








sand. The character, and circum- 
stances of this class of the commu- 
nity fall, to some extent, under the 
personal observation of every man, 
Who is there, that does not know 
something ef the condition of the 
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blacks in the northern and middle 
States? They may be seen in our 
«. Cities and larger towns, wandering 
like foreigners and outcasts, in the 
land which gave them birth. They 
may be seen in our penitentiaries, 
and jails, and poor houses.. They 
may be found inhabiting the abodes 
of poverty, and the haunts of vice. 
But if we look for them in the socie- 
ty of the honest and respectable,—if 
We visit the schools in which it is our 
boast that the meanest citizen can 
enjoy the benefits of instruction,—we 
might also add, if we visit the sanctu- 
aries which are open for all to wor- 
ship, and to hear the word of God; 
we shall not find them there. The 
Soodra is not farther separated from 
the Brahmin in regard to all his priv- 
iliges, civil, intellectual and moral; 
than the negro is from the white 
man, by the prejudices which result 
from the difference made between 
them by the Godofnature. A barrier 
more difficult to be surmounted than 
the institution of the Caste, cuts off, 
and while the present state of so- 
ciety continues must always cut off, 
the negro from all that is valuable 
in citizenship. In his infancy, he 
finds himself, he knows not why, 
the scorn of his playmates, from the 
first moment that their little fingers 
can be pointed at him in derision. 
In youth, he has no incentive to pre- 
pare for an active and honorable 
manhood. No visions of usefulness, 
or respectability, animate his pros- 
pects. In maturer years, he has 
little. metive to industry, or to any 
honorable exertion. He is always 
degraded in the estimation of the 
community, and the deep sense of 
that tion enters into his soul, 
and makes him degraded indeed. 
We know that there are individuals, 
who in spite of all these obstacles 
J, and social, improvement, 

acquired a character of re- 
tability, and piety. But in- 


stances like these, occasioned by the 
i mstances or powers | 


ps * 
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| of the individuals, cannot be brought 


\o disprove the general asserti 
which we make without the fear of 
contradiction, that the blacks are 
degraded, without any proper means 
of improvement, or any sufficient 
incentive to exertion, that they pre- 
sent the strange anomaly of a large 
part of the nation that loves to call 
uself the freest, and happiest, and 
most enlightened nation on the 
globe, separated by obstacles which 
they did not create, and which they 
cannot surmount, from all the insti- 
tutions and privileges to which the 
other portions of the community 
owe their superiority. 

But there is another still more 
important characteristic of the con- 
dition of our coloured population, in 
comparison with which every other 
circumstance dwindles into insigni- 
ficance; and from which all that we 
have already said is only a single 
necessary consequence. We mean 
slavery. And on this subject we 
must express ourselves briefly, yet 
boldly. We have heard of slavery 
as it existed in the nations of anti- 
quity,—-we have heard of slavery as 
it exists in Asia, and Africa, and 
Turkey,—we have heard of the feu- 
dal slavery under which the peasant- 
ry of Europe have groaned from the 
days of Alaric, until now; but ex- 
cepting only the horrible system of 
the West Indian Islands, we have 
never heard of slavery in any coun- 
try, ancient or modern, pagan, Mo- 
hammedan, or christian, so terrible 
in its character; so pernicious in its 
tendency, so remediless in its anti- 
cipated results, as the slavery which 
exists in these United States. We 
do not mean here to speak of slavery 
as a system of bonds and stripes and 
all kinds of bodily suffering. On 
this point, there is, we believe, a 
great degree of misapprehension 
among our fellow citizens of the 
North. Many of them are accus- 
tomed to associate with the name of 











| slavery, all that is horrible jn the 
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details of the African trade, and all 
that is terrific in the cruelties of Ja- 
maica and Porto Rico. But we re- 
joice in the belief that these concep- 
tions are erroneous; and that though 
there may be instances of unpunish- 
ed, and sometimes perhaps almost 
unnoticed barbarity, the condition of 
a slave in most parts of the United 
States is generally as much supe- 
perior to that of a slave in the West 
Indies, as the condition of an Ameri- 
can farmer is to that of an Irish pea- 
sant. Here we are ready to make 
what ail will consider the most libe- 
ral concessions. Weare ready even 
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to grant, for our present purpose, 
that; so far as mere animal existence 


reason to complain, and the friends 
of humanity have no reason to com- 
plain for them. And when we use 
the strong language which we feel 
ourselves compelied to use im rela- 
tion to this subject, we do not mean 
to speak of animal suffering, but of 
an immense moral and political evil, 
—of slavery as it stands connected 
with the wealth and strength, and 
more especially with the character 
and happiness of our nation. 





pe 


( To be concluded. ) 
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On the Nile, January 21, 1823. 
Dsar Patron 1n Cueist, 

Jan. 3, 1823, Maita.—Messrs. 
Fisk and King and myself went on 
board of the brig Triune, Captain 
Smale. Reverend Mr. Temple, Mr. 


Jowett, and Dr. Naudi, accompani- 


éd us to the shore. I need not tell 
you that we preached daily to the 
men on board. 

Jan. 10.—We arrived in the har- 
bour of Alexandria. 

Jan. 11.—Rev. Mr. Fisk and my- 
self called on Dr. Marpurgo, who 
was not at home, but we met with 
his father in-law, who received last 
year a New Testament from me, 
and other books, and the same who 
wrote a letter to the Rev. Lewis 
Way. Rev. Mr. King and myself 
conversed with two Jews from Leg- 
horn, Messrs. Sonnimo and Mar- 
purgo, the merchants, about Jesus 
Christ ‘the Saviour of the world. 
Mr. Sonnimo is the same whom I 
mentioned im my last letters, as one 
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who received from me the New 
Testament, and expressed himself 
to be delighted with the sermons 
he heard preached by the English 
chaplain at Leghorn. He listened 
to all which Mr. King said to him 
concerning the salvation of his soul, 
and about Christ with the greatest 
attention. I called in the evening 
on Mr. Gliddon and his family, 
where I read the word of God, and 
conversed with them about Christ. 





I conversed with a Jewess and a 
Jew, in whose house we lodge, about 
Christ. The Jewess pronounced 
the name of Christ with the great- 
est readiness, which unconverted 
Jews commonly never do. Messrs, 
Fisk and King conversed longer than 
two hours with the very same Jewess 
and Jew, about Christ, and they 
paid to them the greatest attention. 
—Messrs. Fisk, King and myself, 
consulted there about our 
Missionary affairs. 

Mr. Gliddon accompanied ‘me te 
an Italian printer, who has a press 
and Italian types, and who hes hi- 


is concerned, the slaves have no" 
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therto been employed by the Franks 
of Alexandria. I think that it might 
be highly useful to have such a man 
with me at Jerusalem: and as I have 
with me your printing press, a great 
deal of good might be done at Jeru- 
salem, by printing tracts in several 
dialects of the country. I could 
employ that man at two dollars a 
day.—But I did not consider myself 
to be authorized to take with mea 
printer without your kind permis- 

sion. 
~~ Jan. 12.—Brother King preach- 
ed in the morning in the hall of Mr. 
Lee. Tears were shed by the hear- 
ers, and they desired him to preach 
the next Sunday on board the ship 
to the sailors. 1 myself preached 
in the morning in the hall of Mr. 
Dumreicher, the Danish Consul at 
Alexandria. Mr. Dumreicher him- 
self, and Dr. Hemprich, the Prus- 
‘sian. traveller, were among those 
who attended the sermon. There 
were in all seven persons. I preach- 
ed on the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Fisk preached the yospel in 
the afternoon to twenty-eight Ital- 
ians. Abbate Lazari, a Roman 
Catholic clergyman, was among 
his hearers. This Abbate told me 
after the sermon was over, that he 
likes very much such kind of ser- 
mons. I expounded in the after- 
noon the Gospel to a poor German 
Catholic, and prayed with him. Mr. 
King and myself called in the even- 
ing on Mr. Marpurgo, and I told 
Dr. Marpurgo, after a short con- 
versation, that I wished him to en- 
ter into a philosophical religious 
conversation with Professor King. 
Dr. Marpurgo replied, that he will 
be very happy to have a discussion 
about religion with Mr. King at any 
day. he chooses, at half past ten. 
Dr. Marpurgo was much engaged 
with playing cards. His father-in- 
law, Elias Isaiah, who is at pre- 
sent at Alexandria, on a visit from 
Cairo, was at Dr. Marpurgo’s. | 
introduced brother King to him. 
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He is an old venerable man, and he 
is the same Jew to whom I gave in 
1821, Hebrew New Testaments and 
Psalters, and who called often on me, 
observing, that he came to hear 
from me words of peace. And Eli- 
as Isaiah is the same who told the 
other Jews, “You must argue with 
Mr. Wolff, and if he is right you 
must submit.” He told Mr. King 
the same that he had thus spoken to 
the Jews :. 1821. He received Mr, 
King with true cordiality, and he in- 
troduced his wife, Malkah by name, 
to Mr. King. She took hold of Mr. 
King’s hand, pressed it very strong- 
ly, and then kissed her own hand. 
Elias Isaiah observed that he intends 
to return to Cairo with his wife, af- 
ter twenty days, and wishes to have 
our company on this tour upon the 
Nile. He took immediately sucha 
great affection to Mr. King, that he 
said to him that he loves him as his 
own son. Professor King told him 
and his wife, that he feels great de- 
light to meet descendants of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, even in the 
land where the Israelites have been 
in captivity 400 years. 

Elias Isaiah, (to Mr. King.) You 
must know that the father of my 
wife has been one of the greatest 
wise men (Hakanim) who ever liv- 
ed; yea, he was a greater man than 
Joseph Askenasi at Jerusalem, for 
whom I gave a letter to Mr. Wolff. 

Professor King. I hope that you 
and your lady will finally turn to Je- 
sus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 

Elias Isaiah. Jesus Christ was 
a Jew, and the sonof Mary. Ihave 
read the New Testament. Joseph 
was his father. 

I. His supposed father, for Ma- 
ry was that Virgin of whom Isaiah 
spake. 

Professor King. I feel a great in- 
terest in you, as Jesus Christ sprang 
out of the seed of Judah, I long to 
see you believing in him, for he is 
the glory of all the nations of the 
whole earth, and particularly of your 











nation. He is the glory of all hea- 
ven. 

Elias Isaiah. What shall I gain 
by it? 

Professor King. Heaven and all 
its happiness. You must have the 
same faith that Abraham had, yet 
being uncircumcised, who was sav- 
ed by looking to the Messiah to 


come; as you must be saved by Mes- | 


siah already come, Search in the 
book of the law—search in the pro- 
phets—search diligently, and I can- 
not but think you will believe in 
Christ Jesus, who is all my hope, 
and all my joy. 

Elias Isaiah.—(Looking to Mr. 
King very pleasantly.) You must 
often call on me; we must converse 
together, not only six or seven days, 
but thirty or forty days. I had some 
conversation last year with Mr. 
Wolff, but not very often. 

Elias Isaiah then said to me, whilst 
Mr. King was speaking with Dr. 
Marpurgo, “I am exceedingly pleas- 
ed with that gentleman—what is his 
name? for I was very much rejoiced 
to converse with him. 

I told him that “King” is his name. 
Elias Isaiah asked then my opinion 
about heaven, which I told him. 

Elias Isaiah. 1 will call on both of 
you as often as I have time, and con- 
verse with you and that gentleman. 


Whilst Mr. King was conversing | 


with Elias Isaiah, I preached the 
Gospel to a Gentile who was pre- 
sent. And whilst I was conversing 
with Elias Isaiah, Mr. King preach- 
ed Christ to the Gentile Infidel. 

Dr. Marpurgo observed, “I would 
laugh, if my father-in-law should be 
baptized.” He said then to Profes- 
sor King, “I would not have the 
least objection if my wife should de- 
sire to be baptized.” 


Conversation with several Jews and 
Jewesses. in our lodging at a 
Jew’s house. 


We sat on a divan. Mr. King 
gat by my side, and Mr. Fisk on a 
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sofa at a little distance from us with 
the Italian Bible, and Cruden’s Con- 
cordance lying before him. As we 
sat smoking our Turkish pipes, ac- 
cording to eastern custom, several 
Jews and Jewesses came and sat 
down at our feet, and we began to 
speak to them of Jesus the son of 
David, and read to them out of the 
Hebrew Bible, showing that Jesus 
of Nazareth was he of whom Moses 
and the prophets did write —Amon 
them were avery intelligent Jew, 
and an intelligent Jewish woman, 
who both understood the Hebrew, 
They began to ask me, What do 
you believe? 

I. 1 believe in Moses and the 
Prophets, who tell me that Jesus 
Christ is the Messiah of the world, 
the Redeemer of our souls, the Son 
of God, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, and blessed be his name!—But 
now I will ask you, What is your 
belief? 

All Jews at once. We believe 
that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
He who is blessed in Himself, ise 
truth; and Moses is truth, and the 
fhropfhets are truth. 

I. You do neither believe in the 
Holy One, blessed be He, and bles- 
sed be His name, and who is blessed 
in Himself; you do not believe that 
he is truth, and you do not believe 
that Moses is truth, and you do not 
believe that the prophets are truth. 

Jews. (In a stormy manner.) 
God forbid that we should not be- 
lieve in Moses and the prophets! 
They are truth! truth! truth! 

I. I will prove by this very book 
(ofiening my Bible) that you do 
nat believe. 

The learned Jew and the intelli- 
gent Jewess ordered then the other 

ews present to be quiet and listen: 
and then addressed themselves to 
me saying, “Prove it.” 

I opened my Hebrew Bible, and 
began with Moses, and desired im- 
mediately brother Fisk to look out 
in the concordance for the passage, 
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“J will raise them up a prophet 
from among their brethren like un- 
to thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth, and he shall speak unto 
them that I shall command him: 
and it shall come to pass, that who- 
soever will not hearken unto my 
words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him.”— 
“Jesus Christ is that prophet like 
unto Moses and you de not hearken 
unto him. Moses saw God, face to 
face, and so did Jesus Christ (bles- 
sed He, and blessed be His name!) 
he was the very image of the invi- 
sible God.—A covenant was further 
given by Moses on Mount Sinai, 
and a covenant which is mentioned 
Jeremiah xxxi. 31—34, was given 
by Christ Jesus; as you do not ac- 
cept this, I see, therefore, that you 
do neither believe in Moses nor Je- 
remiah: and be so kind to read Gene- 
sis xlix. 10, and tell me whether you 
can say conscientiously, that you 
believe this prediction of Jacob?” 

Jew. I must recur to the Gema- 
rah. (Talmud.) 

I. The Gemarah is a lie. 

Jew. Allie. 

All the Jews exclaimed—T he Ge- 
marah a lie! 

I. Allie! alie!alie! 

Jew. How do you prove it? 

JZ. I will prove it to you after- 
wards ; but let us go on first with the 
prophets, by which you will see that 

speak not the truth, if you say 

that you believe in Moses and the 
mo gant Zechariah orders you to 
ook on him whom they (our ances- 
tors) have pierced—and mourn! 
Your ancestors have pierced Jesus 
Christ—they have pierced his hands 
and his feet: and you pierce him 
every day, by blaspheming him, and 
you do not leok on him, and you do 
mot mourn; which you would do if 
you did believe Zechariah the pro- 


As some had not been quite seri- 
ous during our conversation, broth- 


ers Fisk and King proposed to me, 
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to request them that they would be 
silent, and that I should lift up my 
voice to pray for them : which I ac- 

cordingly did, in the Hebrew lan- 

guage. I requested them to be si- 

lent, and prayed—*Our Father, our 

King, send down into our hearts thy 

Holy Spirit, that we may know the 

iniquity of our hearts, and be per- 

suaded that we need a Saviour.—- 

Holy one! blessed be thou, and bless- 

ed be thy Name, and thou art bless- 

ed in thyself, have mercy upon these, 

the descendants of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob, who are now sitting at 

our feet to hear words of thy only 

begotten Son, Jesus of Nazareth; 

and give to them thy Holy Spirit, 

that they may hear and understand, 

and look upon him whom our ances- 

tors have piereed—look on Jesus of 
Nazareth, as their Lord, their Right- 

eousness !”” Amen. 

All began to be very attentive and 
I continued my conversation with 
them. One of the Jews asked me, 
why we shut our eyes when we 
pray. I told him that God is a Spi- 
rit, and when we pray, we do not 
like to be distracted by other ob- 
jects; our eyes therefore shut them- 
selves without our knowledge. 

Jews. We do believe in Zecha- 
riah ! 

I. Do you believe that the Holy 
Spirit spake by Zechariah ? 

Ali the Jews at once. The Holy 
Spirit spake by Zechariah. 

ZI. Why do you not look upon 
Him whom they have pierced ?— 
and why do you not mourn over him? 

Jew. Permit me to read over 
this passage. 

He took my Hebrew Bible, con- 
sidered the passage for some minu- 
tes, and said, “The Jews have pierc- 
ed Zechariah.” 

Z. Itis true; that they have fierc- 
ed Zechariah, and killed many other 
prophets; but your answer proves 
to me, that you do not believe in Mo- 
ses and the prophets. The prophet 


here before us, saith thus» “And I 
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will pour upon the house of David, 
an’ upon the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem. the Spirit of Grace and sup- 
plication : 
me (i. e. upon him who pours upon 
the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
Grace and supplications ) whom thev 
have pierced and mourn.” The 
Lord only is able to pour out the 
spirit of prayer and supplication, and 
he the same, who promises to pour 


out the Spirit of prayer and suppli- | 


cation, the same continues to say. 
‘hey shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and mourn.”” Our an- 
cestors have pierced, they have cru 
cified the Lor: of Glory ! I beseech: 
you, mourn over Him! You see, tha: 
wit)out mourning upon Him, you 
canno. say tha: you really be'ieve in 
Moses and the prophets; aud if yon 
do not believe, you shall not be esta- 
blished. 

I read to them, and expounded 
after this, Isaiah lili. The Jews tried 
to recur to the Talmud, which |] did 
not adinit. 

Jewess. Why do you not permit 
to refer to the Talmud? 

ZI. Moses saith, “Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command 
you, neither shall ye diminish aught 
fiom it.” The Talrnud hath done 
both, added and diminished. Ac- 
cording to the Old Testament, the 
Lord requires a broken, and acon- 
trite sfirit—but the Talmud com- 
mands to wear large phylacteries ; 
to kill animals with a knife perfectly 
shar P and in a particular manner ; 
the Old Testament makes no differ- 
ence between women and men, and 
tells us that women have been pro- 
_phetesses, as for instance, Deborah 
and. Huldah; and thus does the Gos- 
pel—but the Talmad degrades the 
women, by saying, that the women 
are only obliged to observe the three | 
commandments, 1. Purification — 
2. To cast a piece of bréad in the 
oven 3. To kindle the lamps on 


Friday.evening. The Jewessseem- 


Vor. V...No. 3.—O 





and they shall look upon ' 
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ed no longer to be so much pleased 
with the Talmad. I read to them 
Isaiah vi. 9—1I1, and on my observ- 
ing to the Jews, that not one question 
was answered to me by the learned 
Jew, the Jewess became angr 
the Jew, and said to him, * You 
cursed fellow—-why bave you not 
answered him?” I read then for @ 
long while the New Testament with 
them; they exclaimed several times, 
* Tob! Tob!” (Well! Well!) 
Mr King said to them, “ Daniel 
was one of your best prophets, a man 
of wisdom and excellent spirit, and 
hs character, as given to us in the 
sacred book, is unblemished. In 
lis time, Israel was in captivity for 
their sins and when Daniel knew by 
the books that their captivity was 
near accomplished, he set his face 
towards God with supplication and 
fasting, and confessed that he had 
sinned, as well as his fathers and all 
Israel, near and far off. You have 
now been in captivity 1800 years, 
and surely, you cannot be so proud 
as to think yourselves better than the 
wise and excellent Daniel? It be- 
comes you, therefore, to ask, why 
are we so long in captivity, and to 
set your faces towards the God of 
Daniel with supplication and fasting; 
it is your sins that keep you captive, 
and God will never restore you till 


you are sensible of them. The rea- 


son why you have been scattered, 
and peeled, and dispersed over the 
earth for 1800 years, is, that your fa- 
thers have crucified the Lord of 
Glory, and imprecatec his blood up- 
on their own heads, and the heads 
of their children; will you now kneel 
down with us, and pray to the God 
of Daniel?’ ‘One of them replied, 
that he did pray from morning till 
night. 

Before we began this conversa- 
tion, Mr. Fisk had conversed with 
them, and read to them Gen. i i. Ex- 
od. xx. and John i. 

(To be continued.) © 













































Proceedings of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the United States, from its 
formation to the General Con- 
vention, held in Philadelphia, in 
May, 1823. 

[Continvgp rrom Pacer 63.] 


The executive committee appoint- 
ed according to the 6th article of the 
By Laws, have made the following 
report of their proceedings, to the 
Board, all of which is respectfully 
submitted to the Society. 

The first meeting of the executive 
committee was held on the Ist day 
of June, 1822, when measures were 
immediately taken, to carry into ef- 
fect the several resolutions of the 
Board of Directors. As the detail- 
ed proceedings of the committee in 
relation to several of these resolu- 
tions, will be presented in a subse- 
quent part of this report; it is thought 
expedient at present to take notice 
only of what has been done under 
the following: 

“ Resolved, That the corresponding 
secretary address a letter to the bishop, 
or, where there is no bishop, to the 
standing committee of each diocess, re- 
questing that such measures may be 
adopted therein, as to the said bishop or 


and proper, for raising contributions in 
aid of the funds of this society; and also 
requesting information whether the ser- 
vices of an agent of this Board in raising 
such contributions, or forming auxiliary 
po S| 1 gt that diocess, would be 
approved by Bishop or standing 
committee; and that the Cheating Com- 
mittee have power to appoint an agent 


committee may scem most atin 


oa en 
ee 


DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Domestic Intelligence. 


I 











———— 





or agents, to visit for the above purposes 
those dioceses from which a favourable 
answer may be received to the above in- 
quiry, unless the said or 
committee, in the above mentioned an- 
swer, should signify an intention to no- 
minate the agent or agents; in which 
case the Executive Committee shall only 








possess the power of an approval. The 
agent or agents shall be governed in the 
respective dioceses by the directions of 
the Bishops or standing committees of 
the same, and have his or their expenses 
defrayed out of any moneys collected by 
him or them for the funds of this insti- 
tution.” 

In compliance with the above, 
letters were written by the Rev. Mr. 
Montgomery, in the absence of the 
corresponding secretary, to the Rt. 
Rev. the Bishops of our Church— 
and also, to the Rev. Messrs. Wil- 
liston, Empie, Cranston, Matthews, 
Chapman, and Hull, 

To these letters several answers 
have been received, from which we 
make the following extracts: 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart, New 
York. 

“TI havereceived your communication, 
consulting me on the propriety of an 
agent being appointed to collect funds 
for the general Missionary Society in this 
diocess, and of organizing auxiliary soci- 
eties tothe same. Both these measures 
I am satisfied, on long and mature reflec- 
tion, would seriously interfere with the 
collection of funds for missionary purpo- 
ses in this diocess, in many parts of which 
the want of missionaries, is as great as in 
any part of the union. Any systematic 
attempt to collect funds for the general 
purposes of the Missionary Society, in 
this diocess, would, in my judgment, on 
many accounts be inexpedient. Some 
specific object of missionary exertions 
however may occur, to which the Epis- 
copalians of this diocess might be direct- 
ed, without any material interference 
with the plans in operation for diocesan 

purposes; and in such case, 1 shall be 
happy to aid the operations of the so- 
ciety.” 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Brownell, Con- 
necticut. 

“ Any measures which may be taken 
for raising funds, in aid of the society, in 
this diocess, had better originate with 
the Board of Directors, than that they 
should be first undertaken here. Great 


exertions are now making in our several 
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persis for raising societies, in aid of 
ocal missionary objects, and for the sup- 
port of -our theological students at the 
general seminary. I do not think that 
any thing could be done in the way of 
auxiliary societies, to aid the general 
Missionary Society. But if a suitable 
agent should be sent to this diocess, he 
would receive my cordial support, and 
1 doubt not he would obtain liberal con- 
tributions in all the more wealthy parish- 
es. 1 should think a person who was 
actually engaged to serve as a missiona- 
ry to the society, would be likely to 
make the most successful appeal; both 
on account of the interest he would feel 
in the object, and the sympathy he would 
be likely to excite in those to whom he 
should address himself. Such an agent, 
I doubt not would receive considerable 
sums by way of subscription, and make 
respectable collections by preaching mis- 
sionary sermons in our churches. On 
account of the exertions now making for 
other purposes, it would perhaps be ex- 
pedient to defer sending an agent till 
late in the autumn.” 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Croes, New 
Jersey. 

“JT have no objections at all, that 
an agent appointed by the committee, 
should be sent into this diocess, to pro- 
cure subscribers to the parent Society: 
indeed I wish it. But as to forming aux- 
iliary societies, 1 think that had better 
be left to our convention, as it would in- 
terfere with our diocesan institutions for 
the same purpose. It is my intention at 
the approaching one, to propose to that 
body, to recommend to the several con- 
gregations to establish Missionary asso- 
cia'ions, in aid of the funds of our exist- 
ing institution, which have been procur- 
ed altogether by annual collections in 
the churches, and to authorize the Di- 
rectors of that establishment, to transmit 
annually to the Treasurer of the Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society, so 
much of the avails of the funds as we 
éan conveniently spare. 

Any agent that may be appointed for 
this diocess, shall have my cordial aid 
and support.” 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Kemp, Mary- 
land, 

“I received your communication a few 
days ago, and should have answered it 
sooner, but I have every day been ex- 
pecting a Journal from Washington.— 
We formed a Society in this diocess, but 
I do not now remember the provisions 
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of the constitution. As soon as it ar- 
rives, I shall anprie you; and measures 
may then be pted to promote the 


objects of the society.” 
From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Moore, Vir- 


“The Missionary Society to which 
you have called my attention, forms 
most certainly an object of leading im- 
pertance: an object calculated to call 
forth all the energies of the friends of 
the Church. But whether the present 
moment would be favourable to the in- 
terest of its funds in this diocess, appears 
to me very questionable. 

We have opened within the last year, 
a subscription for the establishment of a 
Theological School in Virginia, to which 
the friends of the institution have libe- 


| rally contributed; and at avery late meet- 


ing of the Trustees, we have appointed 
collectors in every section of the state, 
to carry into effect the same design, I 
am therefore of opinion that the appoint- 
ment of an agent at this time, to collect 
moneys for the Missionary Society, would 
be impolitic. It would give rise to a re- 
fusal on the part of many of the poms 
who at a future period would be willing 
to subscribe: and thereby preclude us 
from making an application to them, at 
some more auspicious moment. 

As the General Convention will meet 
in Philadelphia next May, I would ad- 
vise a suspension of all operations in 
Virginia, relative to the Missionary Soci- 
ety, until that time, when I have 
an opportunity of consulting not only 
the standing committee, but also the 
delegation from this diocess,”’ 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Bowen, South 
Carolina, 

“ Any measures of the board of Direc- 
tors (of the D. and F. M. 8.) having for 
their object the most effectual fulfilment 
of the purposes of the institution, are 
felt to be entitled to my very hearty de- 
sire for their success. I am therefore 
disposed very readily to approve their 
instituting an agency here for the pur- 
pose of creating funds; at present, how- 
ever, | beg leave to suggest the impro- 
bability of success, to any satisfactory 
extent, of any endeavours that might be 
made in behalf of a design which, howe- 
ver excellent and important, has not a 
direct bearing upon the necessities of 
this diocess.” | 


From the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase, Ohio. 
“ As it regards the raising of funds in 


thés state, in aid of the general Missionex 
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ty Soédiety; by the appoimtment of an 

nt of the institution of auxiliary So- 
eGieuies, [ hope it will not be considered 
in me as an instance of indifference or 
selfishness, if f rémark that; in my opi- 
nion, the measure would be unadvisable. 
‘Our diocesan Missionary. Society is now 
doing its best, both by, instituting ausi- 
liaries, and by causing a personal appli- 
Oation to be: made to every individual 
throughout the state. So that we may 
say, that-all the members, scattered and 
lafeless.as they may have been .in our 
dong neglected Church, have now an 
opportunity of manifesting, their active 
zeal in the cause of their Redeemer.— 
Feeble as is their present ability, they 
will do. something: in the aggregate con 
aiderable, if left to the attainment of one 
object at once.” 

The following auxiliary Societies 
have been formed, the names of 
which are here. inserted: 

1. “The Missionary Society of the dio- 
cess of “Maryland, auxiliary to the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the United States.””. June 1822. 

_ 2. “ The Episcopal Missionary Society 
of Lancaster, Pa”? November 1822, 

3,“ The duiliary Missionary Associa- 
tion of Trinity Church, Easton, Pa.” De- 
cember, 1822, 

4. “ The Auxiliary Female Missionary 
Society of St, John’s Church in the Nor- 
thern Liberties, Phila.” August 1822. 

5. “ The Episcopal Female Missionary 
Society. inthe Borough of Carlisle, Pa.” 
November 1822. 

6. “ The Episcopal Missionary Asseci- 
ation, of St. John’s Church, Huntingdon, 
Pa.” March 1823. 

7. “The Augiliary Missionary Society 
of Beaufort, §. Carolina.” Feb. 1823. 

8. “ The Female ‘lissionary Society 
ves. Church, Savannah, Geo.” Marc 

3. 

9. © The'Pemale Auziliary Missionary 
Society of Germantown, Pa” April 1823. 

10. “The Auxiliary Female Missiona- 

Association of Chriet Church, Phila- 
deiphia? April 1823. 

11. “ The Auxiliary Female Missiona- 
ry Association of Trinity Church, South- 
wark, Philadelphia.” May 1823. 

Of Agencies.—In compliance with 
the resolution of the Board of Di- 


rectors, appointing Mr. Ephraim 
Bacon a catechist and Mrs. Bacon a 
teacher, to serve upon the western 
coast of Africa; the committee at its | 
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lirst’meeting authorized Mr. Bacon 
ty go out as an agent to procure 
funds towards the establishment of 
t.e contemplated Mission School. 
He returned. to Philadelphia in the 
month of September last, after hav- 
ing visited several places in the s'ites 
of Penrisylvania, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia, in all of which, he met with 
very, considerable encouragement. 
‘See Mr Bacon’s report, in our No. 
for February last. ] 

Soon’ after his return from the 
South, Mr Bacon went to the East- 
ward as far as Boston, with an ex- 
occtation that he would probably be 
ible to near of some vessel guing to 
the western coast of Africa. He 
was instructed, at the same time to 
prosecute the work of procuring 
contributions, either to the African 
mission or to the general objects of 
tne society. [ Mr, Bacon’s report 
of the success of his labours during 
this tour, may he seen in our No. 
for May fast. | 

In the beginning of the month of 
November, the Rev. Mr. Bedell 
consented to serve the Society fora 
few weeks as an agent, and to visit 
some of the eastern states. His re- 
port made to the committee, on his 
return, will show the result of his la- 
bours. [See our No. for May last.] 

As there was no immediate pros- 
pect of Mr. Bacon’s being sent out 
according to the first expectation of 
the committee: and he being dispos- 
ed to continue in their service. it 
was thought proper to send him as 
an agent for the general purposes of 
the Society, to collect funds in the 
states of North and South Carolina 
and Georgia. The following is his 
report: 

To the Executive Committee of the Domes- 
ticand Foreign .‘fisstonary Society of 


the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 
GENTLEMEN: 








I left Philadelphia on the 27th of De- 
cember, 1822, for Charlestyn, South Ca- 
rolina, in the schooner Benjamin Frank- 
) lin. During twelve days we experienc- 











1823. 






ed adverse winds and strong gales, in 
which we were in great danger of being 
driven on shore several times; but thro’ 
the goodness of God, we were “ brought 
to the haven where we would be’’, on 
the 8th day of January, 1823. On the 
9th, I waited on the Right Rev. Bishop 
Bowen, of the diocess of South Carolina, 
who most cheerfully gave his decided 
approbation to the objects of my visit. 
I also waited on the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
and the Rev. Christian Hanckell, who 
readily proposed to render any assistance 
that should be deemed expedient, to 
promote the views of the society. It 
was agreed, with the advice and consent 
of the bishop, that the object of my visit 
should be published in the several chur- 
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ches, on the following Sunday. In the 
meantime, I commenced personal solici- 
tations, in which I found that a goodly 
number of the members of the churches 
cheerfully gave the ‘most substantial 
proofs that they fully approved of the 
benevolent designs of the society. A | 
detailed list of subscriptions and contri- 
butions will accompany this report. 
Christians, generally, were interested in 
the laudable efforts of the society, to ex- 
tend the means of grace to those who 
are perishing for the bread of iife. I 
remained in Charleston until the first 
day of February, during which time, I | 
collected about six hundred dollars, of 
which, one hundred and seventy were 
received from four ladies, and designated | 
for the benefit of the Church, in the | 
state of Ohio. I left Charleston, and ar- | 
rived in Georgetown, South Carolina, on | 
the morning of the 2d of February, and 
made known the objects of my visit to | 
the Rev. M. H. Lance, to whom the so- | 

| 





ciety are under great obligations for his 
zealous co-operation. In this town, a 
spirit of liberality was manifested among 
christians of all denominations, (sufh- 
cient to prove that they were influenced 
by the love of the Gospel of Christ, and 
that they experienced the luxury of do- 
ing good as they had opportunity.) 

On Saturday the 8th, 1 left George- 
town, and crossed the bay to Wacco- 
maw (All Saint’s parish,) where I was 
politely received by William A. Alston, 
Esq., who rendered important aid by his 
own subscription, and by sending his 
carriage and coachman with me, on my 
way, to the residence of the Rev. Henry 
Gibbes (a distance of ten miles,) who 
was very much interested in the cause 
of missions. On Monday, Mr. Gibbes 
accompanied me in visiting his parish- 
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ioners, who contributed with a libcralit 
worthy of the high privileges with whic 
they are blessed. ‘The amount collect- 
ed in this parish was two hundred and 
sixty dollars, a noble example, when we 
take into consideration the immense lose 
of property which the planters here sus- 
tained in the tremendous gale of Sep- 
tember last: (which destroyed not only 
the houses and tenements, the summer 
retreats of the planters, but in some in- 
stances crops to a great amount, with 
many slaves,) they were not unmindful 
of that divine precept, that it was “more 
blessed to give than receive.” Lreturn- 
ed to Georgetown on the 11th, and on 
the 12th visited several planters in the 
vicinity, arid on the 13th completed the 
collections in Georgetown, which a- 
mounted together with those in Wacco- 
maw, to four hundred and ninety five 
dollars On the 14th, I returned to 
Charleston, where f re-commenced soli- 
citations; remained until the sitting of 
the state convention, sfter which a ser- 
mon was preached on the occasion by 
the Rev. thomas Manse Taylor, at St. 
Michael's church, to whom the socicty 
are under great obligations for his zea- 
lous co-operation. The whole amount 
of the collections in Charleston, was se- 
ven hundred and twenty-nine dollars 
and fifty cents. On Monday morning 
proceeded on to Beaufort, where ! ar- 
rived on the 25th; here I found in the 
Kev. Joseph R. Walker, a zealous and 
useful friend to your society. A female 
auxiliary society was organized, from 
which I received seventy-two dollars; 
also fifty dollars from several ladies, to 
constitute the Rev. Joseph R. Walkera 
patron to the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and donations from mem- 
bers of the auxiliary society and others, 
to the amount of ninety-seven collars, 
which made in all two hundred and nine- 
teen dollars. 

On the 4th of March, Robert Means, 
Esq. whose hospitality and kindness I 
am glad gratefully to acknowledge, fur- 
nished me with a conveyance about ten 
miles, where | was met by a servant and 
carriage of Mr. Edward Barnwell, and 
conveyed, the same evening, tothe stage 
road leading to cavaumie’. I arrived 
here on the evening of the 5th of March 
and had an interview with the Rev. Abiecl 
Carter, whose influence and zeal have 
been of great importance to your socie- 
ty. A female auxiliary society was or- 
ganized here, from which I received one 
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hundred dollars, together with contri- 
butions from the citizens generally a- 
mounting to two hundred and ninety-five 
dollars, seventy-five cents. In this city, 
Christians of other denominations also 
= sufficient proof that they were wil- 

ng to contribute for the extension of 
the Gospel. George W. Coe, Esq. by 
his hospitality and kindness to your a- 
gent, and zealous co-operation in the 
furtherance of the benevolent cause, was 
of essential benefit. I was induced to 
eg a horse, second-hand gig and 

aTness, at one hundred and fifty dollars, 
for the purpose of visiting the planters 
in the country, where there was no pub- 
lic means of conveyance. On the 15th 
of March, | left Savannah on a visit to 
St. Luke’s parish and Pinkney’s Island; 
and in these places I obtained ninety-two 
doliars (including thirty dollars received 
from William Hayward, Esq. while at 
the convention in Charleston, and some 
small sums received on my way to Au- 
gusta, in Georgia.) I arrived in Augus- 
ta on the 2ist of March, and visited the 
Rev. Hugh Smith, to whom I had a let- 
ter; he subscribed himself liberally—but 
the Episcopal Church in that city being 
much embarrassed, | was prevented from 
obtaining as much as might otherwise 


have been expected; the subscriptions |' 


here, in all, amounted to ninety-nine 
dollars and fifty cents; of which, sixty- 
nine and a half have been received. On 
Friday, the 28th, I left Augusta for Co- 
tumbia, South Carolina; where I arrived 
on Saturday evening; and on Easter Sun- 
day, at church, made known the object 
of my visit to the Rev. P. H. Folker, who 
was much interested in the missionary 
cause. But as the Church is in its infan- 
cy in that town, but little aid could be 
ebtained. (1 found the Rev. T. Charlton 
Henry to be decidedly in favour of the 
extension of the Gospél to the destitute; 
but the embarrassments of his congre- 
gation were so great—and that but re- 
cently they had been called on to aid the 
Chickasaw mission, in which they did 
even to the extent of their means.) The 
collections here amounted to thirty sev- 
en dollars. April 2d, I proceed ori to 
Camden, where 1 found a willingness and 
liberality rarely to be met with; though 


pawabg = ben few Episcopalians in this 
town, yet appeared to appre- 
ciate their privileges, which 
they were wi to extend to those 


who are perishing for lack of knowledge. 
The collections here amoun‘ed to fifty- 
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and Dr. E. H. Anderson were very ob- 
liging to your agent in facilitating the 


object of hisagency. On Friday, the 
of April, I proceeded on, and arriv- 
ed at Cheraw on Saturday, the 5th: in 
this town missionary aid is employed in 
re-establishing an F piscopal church; and 
its being rather a new place, the subject 
of missions has not occupied the atten- 
tion of the inhabitants as much as in ma- 
ny other towns, even of the same magni- 
tude: the collection amounted only to 
sixteen dollars. Tuesday, 8th, proceed- 
ed on, and arrived at Fayetteville on the 
evening of the 9th, and finding that the 
Rev. Mr. Hooper was not in town, I call- 
ed on some members of the vestry be- 
longing to his church, who manifested 
an interest in the laudable efforts of the 
society to promote the cause of religion. 
The Rev. Mr. Morrison rendered essen- 
tial aid The amount of collections in 
this town was forty-eight dollars, fifty 
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cents. It was suggested to the mem- 
bers of the Episcepal church, to take in- 
| to consideration the propriety of form- 
| ing an auxiliary society; but the absence. 
' of the rector and several of its principal 
| members, prevented; it is to be hoped 
| that ere long we shall hear of the orga- 
| nizing of an association for that purpose. 
in this town I received additional com- 
| munications from Philadelphia, remind- 
| ing me that my presence would be indis- 
pensably necessary as soon as | could 
return. I sold the horse, gig and har- 
' ness, which I had purchased, for one 
, hundred and twenty-five dollars; and on 
| Monday morning at four o’clock, [ took 
| passage in the stage for Norfolk, and 
_ from thence to Baltimore in the steam 
boat; where I received a bale of clothing 

' sent from a missionary society in Frede- 
rick county, Virginia, together with a 
_ package from several ladies in Annapo- 
: lis, Maryland; containing articles of cloth- 
| ing for heathen children which may be 
i taken into the schools of the society— 
, and from the Female Sunday school be- 
longing to St Peter’s church, Baltimore, 
I received ten dollars for the education 
of heathen children. 

On Saturday, the 19th of April, 1823, 
I returned to Philadelphia, after an ab- 
sence of three months and 24 days. 

This being the third report which I 
have made to the Executive committee: 
having visited severa! of the most popu- 
lous cities in the United States, [I am 
persuaded, from actual experience, that 
there is an increasing interest manifested 








geyen dollars. Dr. William Blanding 


among the members of the Episcopal 
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Church, in favour of the benevolent 
views of your society. And that Chris- 
tians of other denominations have shown 
a disposition to co-operate with your so- 
¢iety, to extend the knowledge of salva- 
tion to the heathen nations; and that a 
much greater amount of funds would 
have been collected, had not there been 
a general depression of business, and an 
extreme scarcity of money. 

Your agent acknowledges with feel- 
ings of gratitude, the politeness and hos- 
pitality with which he has generally 
been treated during the past year. while 
employed in collecting funds. ‘The ex- 
treme kindness and hospitality of Robert 
Greenhow, Esq. of Richmond, Virginia, 
was inadvertently omited in a former re- 
port: he was prompt in every measure 
which was likely to render my collec- 
tions successful in that city. 

Your agent returns thanks to the Ex- 
ecutive committee for the respect con- 
ferred upon him, and assures them, that 
it will afford him great pleasure, at any 
future time, to render his services in 
furtherance of their benevolent object. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by 

E. BACON. 

May 8th, 1825-—[7'o be Continued.) 

=— 

PASTORAL LETTER OF THE BI- 

SHOP OF N. CAROLINA. 

To the Clergy and Laity of the 
Protestants Epfiiscofpal Church, in 
the Diocess of North Carolina. 

Rateisen, Jury 12, 1823. 

Desirous as I am, my brethren, 
of extending to all parts of the Dio- 
cess, as early as possible, the min- 
istration of that sacred character, 
with which, at your call, I have been 
invested, I am nevertheless con- 
strained, by various but imperious 
circumstances, to put off, for a short 
season, the continuation of my pre- 
sent journey. ° 

It is my purpose, however, with 
the Divine permission, to return as 
carly in the month of August as my 
other affairs will permit, and extend 
my visit to the western part of the 
state, so as to embrace as many of 
the congregations in that quarter as 
possible, together with such others 
in the south-western section as the 
necessary. preparations for my re- 
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moval to this place, as my perma- 
}] nent residence, will admit. 

My anxiety for a personal know- 
ledge of you, my brethren, is very 
great.—My sense of the awful re- 
sponsibility of my station, precludes 
all minor considerations of personal 
ease or interest; and the pressing 
demands of the churches stimulate 
me to every exertion for the general 
sat'sfaction, and for the advancement 
of our Zion. Under the united in- 
fluence of these motives, you may 
rest assured of my most speedy and 
zealous co-operation in every mea- 
sure calculated to promote the great, 
because eferna/, interests commit- 
ted toour trust. Considered in this 
light, the cause, in defence of which 
we are set, is divested of every cha- 
racter of a party question, or of an 
interest separate from the great in- 
terest of the present and everlasting 
welfare of all our kind-~-while it is 
not divested of the influence and 
effect of those outward institutions 
which, as they are coeval with chris- 
tian hope, so are they, by divine ap- 
pointment, the ground on which we 
must rest for assurance in the enter- 
tainment of it. 

Invested with this heavenly cha- 
racter, let us, my brethren, cherish 
its holy comforts in our hearts, and 
adorn it in our lives, that we may be 
a “living epistle of Christ, to be read 
of allmen.” Thus shall we “adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour,” 
and best recommend our holy reli+ 
gion to the consideration and adop- 
tion of all around us. Thus shall 
the vital interests of the church of 
Christ be promoted, and the fruit 
being unto holiness, the end be ever- 
lasting life. 

Such information as may aid in 
the application of my labours to the 
interests of the Church, is respect- 
fully requested from the clergy ge- 
nerally, and from such of the laity as 
feel an interest in the spread of pure 
and undefiled religion in the waste 
places of our Zion. 
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I shall fix myself in this city as ear- 
ly as I can get possession of the house 
which I have rented; which will be 
some time in the month of Decem- 
ber next.—Direct, tor the present, 
to Boydton, Mecklenburg county, 
Va. or to Salisbury, N. C. to be left 
till called for. 

Your affectionate friend and pastor. 
Joun S. Ravenscrort, 
= 

The Rev. Mr. Keith, of the Episcopal 
Church, employed by the Education So- 
ciety of Maryland and Virginia, as Profes- 
sor of Theology, will commence his in- 
structions in Alexandria D.C. on the 15th 
of the present month. It is believed by 
all who know this gentleman, that an at- 
tendance upon his theological class, will 
well repay the serious and industrions 
candidate for the ministry of the Gospel. 


The annual meeting of the Education 
Society of Maryland and Virginia, will 
be held in Christ Church, Alexandria, on 
the 30th of the present month. . The in- 
troductory sermon will be preached, by 


the Rev. Mr. Henshaw. This meeting is 
expected to be one of peculiar interest 
to the friends of religion, andit is hoped 
that the Managers of the Society, will 
punctually attend, together with a nu- 
merous representation from those who 
favour the cause of the institution, among 
our brethren of the laity. 


EDUCATION SOCLETIES.—~f0. CORRESPONDENYS, 
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FEMALE AUXILIARY EDUCATION 
SOCIETIES, 


The Secretary of the Parent Institu- 
tion has the pleasure of acknowledgin 
the receipt of $68, accompanied with the 
following note: “Sir, the Managers of 
the Female Auxiliary Education Society 
of William and Mary parish, Charles 
County, ( Maryland) have directed me to 
forward you $68, as their first contribu- 
tion to your Society, requesting you to 
appropriate it in the manner you con- 
ceive best calculated to promote the 
cause of Christ. With respect, 

ANN FENDALL.” 

“Rev, Wu. Hawter.” 


A Society of ladies, has lately been 
formed in the cmgregation of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Baltimore, in aid of the 
funds of the Education Society of Mary- 
land and Virginia; the members of which 
inst ead of subscriptions of money, devote 
their leisure, to the making of articles of 
needle-work ; from the sale of which, 
they hope to forward a very respectable 
contribution to the cause of the parent 
society. This is a way of doing good, 
which burdens no one; which scarcely 
any one is incapable of practising, and 
by which the moments so generally spent 
in idleness and folly, are consecrated 
with ease and pleasure to the best of 
purposes. It is hoped this good exam- 
ple may be copied by the benevolent 
ladies of many congregations. 


aa 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

In our No. for August last, we published the remarks of “Phoreo,” on Bishop 
Hobart’s sermon at the consecration of St. Stephen’s Church, Philadelphia, in Feb. 
last. From the following note accompanying the sermon of Bishop Hobart, which 
came to hand a few days since, we learn that in the publication of Phoreo’s remarks, 
it is thought, we have been wanting in justice to the merits of that discourse, and 
to the high character of its author. 

“A Layman of New York, who has read with surprise the notice of this sermon 
in the magazine, conducted by Mr. Hawley, sends it to him, under the impression 
that neither himself or the reviewer, have ever seen it, or so grossa violation of 
justice would never have occurred.” 

Nothing would give us more pain than to be justly chargeable with the offence 
of which “A Layman of New York’ complains. But he will bear in mind that we 
are not responsibfe for the incorrectness of the sentiments of our correspondents, 
and our journal will always be open for any temperate vindication of the rights of 
those who may deem themselves in any manner injured by any thing that may 
appear on Our pages. We therefore refer the adjustment of the subject to “Phoreo” 
and “A Layman of New York.” The former of whom, we know would be among 
the last, willingly to do injustice to any one, and the latter though unknown to us 
we suppose is abundantly able to maintain the defensive ground. 

“fF,” on having the spirit of Christ, and Evening MrpitaTions, a poem, are 
received; the former will be inserted in our next, the latter is under consideration. 
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